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From the Pastor . . .
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It blows my mind that on November 7 , I will finally arrive at the symbolic culmination of a journey which
has taken me nearly half of my life to reach. On November 7th, I will officially become an Ordained Minister in the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). This particular marker on my life’s journey serves as a destination/end goal
for the journey toward ordination, a point of origin for the journey of ordained ministry I will spend the rest of my life
traveling, and merely a significant landmark on my journey as follower of Jesus Christ and a minister of the
Gospel.
This journey has had its mountain top euphoric moments as well as its soul-crushingly deep, dark valleys.
There have been times I temporarily gave up and tried to start new journeys and there have been times when I ran
as hard as I could toward the finish line no matter what it might look like. There have been both fair skies as well
as skies so dark and menacing I could not see the next step, let alone any destination.
I came across a poem a few years ago, written by Archbishop Oscar Romero, which resonates with me on
my journey, and I pray it will resonate with you as you continue along your journey of life. The poem is entitled, A
Future Not Our Own, and says:
********************
It helps, now and then, to step back
and take the long view.
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts,
it is beyond our vision.
We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of
the magnificent enterprise that is God's work.
Nothing we do is complete,
which is another way of saying
that the kingdom always lies beyond us.
No statement says all that could be said.
No prayer fully expresses our faith.
No confession brings perfection.
No pastoral visit brings wholeness.
No program accomplishes the church's mission.
No set of goals and objectives includes everything.
This is what we are about:
We plant seeds that one day will grow.
We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future promise.
We lay foundations that will need further development.
We provide yeast that produces effects beyond our capabilities.
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We cannot do everything
and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that.
This enables us to do something,
and to do it very well.
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way,
an opportunity for God's grace to enter and do the rest.
We may never see the end results,
but that is the difference between the master builder and the worker.
We are workers, not master builders,
ministers, not messiahs.
We are prophets of a future not our own.
********************
Regardless of what your journey looks like, no matter how long you have traveled or how long you still have to go,
no matter how many detours, switchbacks, delays, and wrong turns; I pray you are able to perceive how God can make
anything and everything work for good for those who love him. While a smooth and easy trail is just that, easy; the more
difficult the journey, the more there is to celebrate at its completion. I am grateful to be completing this journey toward
ordination, beginning the journey of ordained ministry, and continuing this journey of loving God, loving my neighbor, and
loving myself with such an awe-inspiring group of people such as you!
Grace and Peace,

A moment about Giving
In Deuteronomy 16, we see God instructing Israel in how to celebrate the Feast of Weeks. This was a
religious festival similar in date and significance to our Thanksgiving. But whereas our Thanksgiving
celebration tends to focus more on our family eating exorbitant amounts of food, and watching parades and
football games; the Feast of Weeks was a designated time for the Israelites to give to God from the fruits of
their harvest. The offering was proportional. If you had a big harvest, you gave a big offering while if it was a
small harvest you gave a small offering. The key factor was that it was understood that everyone should give
something.
Deuteronomy 16:16-17 says, “No one should appear before the Lord empty-handed: Each of you must
bring a gift in proportion to the way the Lord your God has blessed you.” We are a blessed group of Christians
here at FCC. We give generously of our money, our time and talents, of our hearts. It is our prayer that your
giving continues to reflect the extravagance of God’s blessing in your life. Amen.

GENERAL CHECKING ACCOUNT

August 31, 2015 Balance
Sept 2015 Deposits
General Fund
$11,250.51
Designated
$13,554.93
Sept 2015 Disbursements
Budgeted/General Fund ($8,938.74)
Other Fund/PassThrough
($11,463.64)
September 30, 2015
Balance

$34,085.89

$24,805.44

($20,402.38)
$38,488.95
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2015 Leadership Team
Moderator………………………....Grover Howell
Vice Moderator……..………..…Michele Darling
Secretary…………………………...…Teri Howell
Treasurer………………………...…Bennie Clark
Historian……………………………...Kay Snyder
Education………………….…...Brenda Williams
Faith-Sharing………..…..Ron & Marilyn Petrick
Membership…………………….....Harriett Reed
Outreach………….Michele Darling, Lisa Nance
Property………………….……Richard Dunegan
Worship……………………………...Susan Clark
Disciples Men Rep………..………...Ron Petrick
Disciples Women Rep……..…...Marilyn Petrick

Trustees:
Lisa Nance
Auda Ross
Walter Selcer

Pastoral Relations Committee:
*Ron Petrick
Walter Selcer
Susan Clark
Art Johnson
Ronda Hostetter Charolette Collie

Jr. Deacons:
Alayna Engen
Cheyenne Steve

Elders:
Michele Darling
Hank Holt
Ron Petrick
*Harriett Reed
Walter Selcer
Grover Howell
Bennie Clark
Susan Clark

Deacons:
Paula Harris
Teri Howell
Art Johnson
Brenda Williams
Susan Selcer
Yvonne Evans
Celeste Bruton
Jerry Hostetter
Ronda Hostetter
Karol Shepherd
Cricket Branon
Charolette Collie
Linda Guess
Terry Matlock
*Marilyn Petrick
* chairperson

Work and Play
There are many reasons it is such a
pleasure to serve this church. One
example is how at our October Board Meeting we had
several important items to work on. Prior to the
meeting, during the meeting, and still today our
leadership team works nonstop to ensure every “i” is
dotted and every “t” is crossed. I want to personally
thank each and every one for their hard work not only at
this past meeting but for the whole year.
Please don't forget, the nominating committee has
been formed and approved by the board. They will be
looking for a few good folks to serve in 2016.
The Fall Festival will be fun for all. I will be there but
you might not recognize me. If you guess who I am,
I will see that you get a hot dog with chili and maybe
even a Frito pie.
Serving Christ in work and play,
Grover

Worship Committee













Plans are being made for worship events from now
through the end of the year. This is the beginning of a
busy season both in our homes and in our church
activities. Join us on Sun. Nov. 22nd after worship
for a Soup Lunch and Decorating Party to get the
church ready for the Advent season, which begins
November 29th. Other dates to look forward to are:
Sun. Oct. 25th – 5:30p Fall Festival
Sun. Nov. 1st – All Saints Day , Celebrate BJ’s
ordination after worship and sign his stole
Sat. Nov. 7th – BJ’s ordination at FCC Lubbock (with
a Watch Party here)
Sun. Nov. 8th – Veterans Day Sunday
Sun. Nov. 22nd – Soup Lunch and decorate for Advent
4:00p Community Choir practice at Burnet Presb.
5:00p Thanksgiving Service at Burnet Presb.
Thur. Nov. 26th – Thanksgiving Day (church office closed)
Sun. Nov. 29th – First Sunday in Advent (Hope)
December 20th – Choir Cantata

Invitation to

BJ’s Ordination
The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the
Southwest together with First Christian Church
of Lubbock, Texas, and First Christian Church
of Burnet, Texas request your presence and
prayers for the Ordination
into Christian ministry of BJ Tapley.

Saturday, November 7th, 2015
1:00pm
First Christian Church
2323 Broadway St
Lubbock, TX 79401
Clergy are invited to wear robes and their
favorite stoles. There will be an offering taken
benefiting First Christian Church Foundation
supporting its ministry of financial aid for
Disciples Seminarians seeking Ordination and
full-time ministry. Reception immediately
following in the Fellowship Hall.

*We will be live streaming it and hope to set
up a watch party here for those who can’t
travel to Lubbock.

PRC meeting
Pastoral Relations Committee meeting will be
held Monday Oct. 26th 6:00p. Committee
members:
Susan Clark
Charolette Collie
Ron Petrick

Susan Clark
Worship Chair

Congregational Meeting

Art Johnson
Walter Selcer
Ronda Hostetter

Remember to move clocks
back one hour before bed
on Saturday October 31st

Our annual
will be held
th
Sunday December 13 immediately following worship.
Your attendance is important as we will vote on 2016 leadership nominations and budget.

Disciples Women’s
Ministries
The next meeting will be November
14 at 9:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. Charolette will
be hosting the meeting and providing the breakfast.
Our Christmas Party will be held on December 12
and will be at Yvonne's house. More details to come.
The BUTTONS AND BOWS BAZAAR will be held
in Kerrville the weekend of November 13th & 14th.
There will probably be a group going on Friday.
Please speak up if you are interested.
Marilyn Petrick
DWM Representative
The crafters and members of First Christian
Church, Kerrville will hold their 16th Buttons & Bows
Bazaar from 9:00a – 6:00p. Nov. 14 and 9:00a –
3:00p Nov. 15 at 1900 Goat Creek Parkway in
Kerrville. Bazaar items include the ever popular
neck buddies, potato bags, lighted glass bricks,
lighted center pieces, quilted place mats, table
runners, scrubbies, placemat note pads, cotton face
or dish cloths, neck cell phone holders, bird houses,
pet beds, dog kerchiefs and decorated pumpkins.

Disciples Men’s
Ministries
Our next meeting will be Saturday
November 21. The meeting time is changed to an
evening meal. The time and menu (maybe turkey
or catfish) will be communicated at a later date.
We will be having a short bible study that relates to
men. The FCC men prepared and served Hot
Dogs and Frito Pie to the attendees of the Annual
Fall Festival on October 25. The General
Conference of Disciples Men have announced a
date change for the every four year event
“Sessions 2016” at the TCU campus. The
schedule has been changed to July 8-10. Many
plans are being made with top notch Keynoters
and Workshops catered to MEN. The Theme is
“YOU ARE CALLED BY NAME” Isaiah 43:1-2.
Ron Petrick

Mandee Harris receiving scholarship

Backpack Buddies Report
We had the following individual
servings donated:
Crackers – 24
Animal Crackers –20
Raisins – 12
Granola – 36
Capri Sun – 10
Pizza Sticks – 8
Thanks for supporting this program and giving
some extra weekend food to hungry children.

Don’t forget our 9th annual Fall Festival on
Sunday, October 25th at 5:30p.m. Activities will
include food, games galore, “Trunk ‘n Treat”, prizes,
costume contest and fun for all ages. Epiphany
Episcopal Church and First Lutheran Church will
join us this year in hosting the event.
Brenda

MONDAY’S KITCHEN
SCHEDULE OF WORKERS
NOVEMBER 2015

OUTREACH MINISTRY REPORT
We have spoken to Marsha Neel with the Burnet
County Child Welfare Board regarding the Angel Tree
gifts for foster children in our area. Marsha was very
appreciative that our church is willing to take on this
project again this year. They are working on their end
to review the wish lists and Marsha will contact us
when that process is completed. Gifts are usually due
the first week of December, so we hope to have the
Angels displayed in early November. We have
requested 20-25 names.
A new outreach opportunity is beginning in
December. BJ was contacted by Mary Jane Shanes to
see if we might be interested in helping to provide
meals for the Respite Group that meets at the
Methodist Church on Tuesdays. This group volunteers
their time to care for persons in our community who
suffer with Alzheimer’s and dementia allowing their
caregivers valuable “time off”. The meals will feed those
being cared for by the Respite group and for the
volunteers who work that day. Marilyn was able to
present this proposal at the last DWM meeting and we
had six women willing to participate in this
service. This project is still open for more volunteers!
We will feed 20 people every other month on the first
Tuesday beginning in December. Our hope is to rotate
responsibilities so that no one feels overwhelmed and
all who participate will be blessed by serving this
special group. If you are interested in participating,
please let one of us know.
The Thanksgiving Offering will be accepted
November 15th and 22nd. Your offering will benefit
students at Disciples Colleges and Universities.
Reconciliation Offering was on September 27th and
October 4th and $33.00 was collected. Noisy Offering
was collected on October 4th in the amount of $113.08.
From September 28th to October 19th Monday’s
Kitchen served 232 meals and donations of $145.11
were received.
Blessed to serve with each of you,
Michele & Lisa
Outreach Co-Chairs

November 2, 2015
Set Up:
Cook:
1)
Bake:
1)
Serve:
1)
2)
3)
Clean-Up:
1)
2)
November 9, 2015
Set Up:
Cook:
Serve:
Clean-Up:

1)
1)
2)
3)
1)

November 16, 2015:
Set Up:
Cook:
1)
2)
Bake:
1)
2)
Serve:
1)
2)
3)
Clean-Up:
1)

Celeste Bruton
Michele Darling
Michele Darling
Celeste Bruton
Linda Guess
Karol Shepherd
Michele Darling
Lisa Nance

Sharon Childers/
Celeste Bruton
Lisa Nance
Sharon Childers
Maedel Hearn
Karol Shepherd
Lisa Nance

Celeste Bruton
Susan Clark
Bennie Clark
Mary Alice Ross
Celeste Bruton
Janie Howell
Celeste Bruton
Linda Guess
Dave Bowmaster

November 23, 2015:
Epicenter
November 30, 2015:
NO KITCHEN

Driving Ministry
Have you ever needed someone to drive you for a doctor’s appointment? The Elders are recruiting
volunteers who would be willing to join a rotation to drive folks to doctors’ appointments on an as needed
basis. Pastor BJ will coordinate the needs of our members and find drivers who are available to drive to
Austin and other surrounding towns. If this is a ministry you would like to be a part of, please email BJ at
revbjtapley@gmail.com or the church at fccburnet@fccburnettx.org and let us know. Also, if you are in
need of this ministry, please let BJ as early as possible and he will work to find someone available to help.

EDUCATION
Bible Olympics was a great success with
three teams and a total of about 25 people. I
want to thank Marilyn and Ron for organizing
lunch for us with the help of the Disciples Men
and the Disciples Women. The next event we
will do will be sometime in March over the books
of Daniel, Jonah, Esther, and Ruth and hosted
at First Christian Church Smithville (where
Pastor David is currently serving). We welcome
anyone who wants to join us to come and have
a great day of fun and fellowship. Anyone from
the Bible Basics class or the Youth will tell you
just how much fun it is!
The youth wanted to study Revelation so
we have begun a study on apocalyptic literature
by studying the book of Daniel before we move
on to Revelation.
Brenda Williams

Here come the holidays! We’re
working on some great songs and
planning specials for Thanksgiving,
Advent and Christmas. We would
love to have some extra voices for our special
programs. Please consider joining in the fun for
this time without having to make a longer term
commitment.
We still welcome your requests for special
music and we thank you for your encouragement.
Susie Rodgers

Veterans Day Celebration
November 11th
1:30p
Oaks Nursing Home
(in dining Hall)

Elders Report
The Elders are picking an entity in our
community to pray for each month. This
month it is all military personnel – past,
present, and future.. Please keep them in
your prayers.
God bless you all.
Harriett Reed
Elder Chair

The 2015 Thanksgiving Offering at FCC
Burnet will be received on November 15th and
22nd. The Thanksgiving Offering provides direct
support to Disciples colleges, universities and
theological institutions like TCU and Brite.
Disciples have a long history of post-secondary
and theological education. This offering provides
a direct connection to 14 colleges or universities,
3 seminaries and 4 seminary foundations/
divinity houses. Gifts from the Disciples Mission
Fund Thanksgiving offering continue a Disciples
tradition of developing leaders for our
communities and the church.

George Banks, from St. Matthew’s is
organizing a Veteran’s Day Celebration at
Oaks Nursing Center for all veterans in our
community. Please wear something patriotic.
Donations will be accepted and will go toward
buying flags and plaques for those who served.
If you have any questions please contact George
at 512) 755-6286.

Bible Olympics 2015

