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WOW! It has been an exciting and busy month since our last newsletter went out, both in the
life of the church and for me personally. Holy Week and Easter, which seem like a long time ago
now, was a meaningful time of worship, prayer, and fellowship. We were blessed to host the
Community Good Friday Service that was well attended by many of our local churches. The Rev.
Carol Clarke from Burnet Presbyterian delivered a powerful message bringing to life the emotional
rollercoaster that that original Holy Week must have been.
Then, the week of April 11-15, I had the privilege of attending my first Bethany Fellows
Retreat which turned out to be profoundly refreshing and rejuvenating. We visited a local church to
see how they did ministry online and made their online worshipers actually part of the physical
community in ways that were exciting and new (at least to me). There was a day of silence which
was not as bad as I feared going in. The worst part of the silent day for me was that we were
instructed to not acknowledge, or make eye contact with, any of the other folks at the retreat so as
not to disrupt their silence. I must say, this went against every fiber of my being to sit across a table
at lunch from someone I wasn’t even supposed to acknowledge.
On Thursday, we came out of silence and spent the morning in our small groups talking
about the things going on in our lives; and not only professionally, but in all aspects of our lives and
then being lifted up in prayer by each person in the group. This was probably the most meaningful
and rewarding time of the whole week. I am already looking forward to the next retreat in
September!

The following weekend, April 21-23, I spent at the Southwest Good Samaritan Ministries
Board Meeting which was a blessing in and of itself to participate in. This is a ministry my family has
been involved with for over 20 years and I am honored to continue ministering to refugees,
immigrants, and the poorest of the poor. I was reminded more times than I care to think about just
how fortunate and blessed I am.
Throughout all of these encounters, I have been pondering, “Why?” Why do I do the things I
do professionally and personally? Why do we as church do the things we do? Do these things still
resonate with me? With us? Some things, like Communion for example, are intensely meaningful
for me in all facets of my being. Other things, like meetings for the sake of meetings, can become
tedious and spiritually draining. In our congregation which is becoming older and older each year,
do we still have the ability and desire to do the things we have done in the past? Do we want to do
other things in worship, fellowship, and outreach?
(continued on next page)

I pray that as you read my ramblings, you sense the joy I have with these questions. As the
author of Ecclesiastes tells us there is a time for everything under the sun, and seasons for
everything. While the end of one season can be sad and the beginning of a new season can make
us nervous, life continues. None of us know what tomorrow holds, so all we can do is take today for
the blessing it is and pray that God continues to bless us so that we can each be blessings for
others. I have great hope in the things God is doing in and through me personally in this
congregation and I have even greater hope in the things God is doing in and through our
congregation to bless the lives of so many other people.
Each night, I go to bed anticipating tomorrow’s joys for you fine folks and myself as well.
Many blessings!

Grace and Peace,

A Moment About Giving
In John chapter fifteen, Jesus tells his followers “Those who love me will keep
my word, and God will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with
them.” There are many of Jesus’ words, though: which one is he talking about? I
want to suggest that Jesus might be talking about loving and giving. Of all the things
Jesus teaches about, the most frequent themes are loving and giving. Jesus teaches
regularly to care for the needy, feed the poor, and give help to the hungry, naked,
thirsty, imprisoned... One of the ways we do that is through our tithes and
offerings. They are a sign of our love for Jesus, and our willingness to keep His
word. Thank you for your financial and physical gifts which serve as the signs of love
for Christ which make ministries of care and concern possible.

GENERAL CHECKING ACCOUNT
February 29, 2016 Balance
Mar 2016 Deposits
General Fund
Designated
Mar 2016 Disbursements
Budgeted/General Fund
Other Fund/Pass-Through
March 31, 2016 Balance

$36,017.25
$8,386.94
$3,666.33
($7,219.18)
($3,540.36)

$12,053.27

($10,759.54)
$37,310.98

PROPERTY REPORT
Congregation, I would like to inform
you on the performance of are roof in the
last heavy rains. Although we still had
leakage in two areas it was significantly
less in volume than we have had before.
Other areas that we have had leakage were
dry this time. I would recommend we
remove about a 18in. strip of drywall in the
room next to organ before it falls down.
Anyone interested in this project please
contact me.
Any items needing my attention pleas
inform me. Thanks
Jerry Hostetter
Property Chair

A Note From Your Elders
The Elders continue to be here for you. If
you have needs that you feel are being met,
please let me know. As everyone else, we do
have things going on in our lives and may get
wrapped up in them and “fall down” on our job
as elders, but please let us know so we can try
to overcome these failings.
Regards,
Bennie Clark,
Elder Chair

PRC Meeting
The next Pastoral Relations Committee meeting
will be Tuesday June 7th at 6:00pm.
2016 Committee members:
Walter Selcer
Susan Clark
Brenda Williams

*Ronda Hostetter
Charolette Collie
Jim Nance

Spaghetti Luncheon
Dear All,
A big “THANK YOU!” goes
out to all of the people who
volunteered to help make this
year’s Spaghetti Luncheon the
success that it was. I couldn't
have done it without you!
We will have the total proceeds and
number of tickets sold in next month’s
newsletter, but have a look at a few of the
pictures that were taken during the lunch!
Thanks again!
Ronda Hostetter
Outreach Chairman

Bible Olympics
Some youth and adults went
to First Christian Church Smithville
on April 16th for our latest
completion of Bible Olympics looking
at the book of Revelation. Everyone
had a fun time at the completion where we
came in 4th. After Bible Olympics we went to
Gatti-Land for pizza and games which was a lot
of fun as well.
The next competition will be looking at
the books of Esther, Ruth, Daniel and Jonah.
The date and location has not yet been set, but
if you would like to participate we would love to
have you. It’s a lot of fun!

"Time to chat about our
future and celebrate each
other" This is the theme for
our next meeting during which
we will gather at Sharon
Tippie's home, 130 Findley Lane, at 9:00
AM on May 14. Linda Guess and Sharon
are hosting the meeting. We hope to see
you there.
Marilyn Petrick
DWM Representative

We are entering our final month of
choir before our summer break, but don’t let
that stop you from offering your
suggestions of possible music
selections. If you have a special
song you would love to hear,
please let me know. It can be for
choir, congregation, or solo.

We can always use more
suggestions and folks willing to make a joyful
noise in praise to God!

April was a huge month
for FCC Burnet Disciples Men.
We prepared and served for
Monday’s Kitchen with great
success. April’s menu was
Loaded Baked Potatoes, salad
and dessert. The Men have received the
blessing of the board to construct a 8 x 10
storage shed were there be a lawn mower,
weed eater and bar-be-que pit.
I attended another planning meeting
for Sessions 2016 in New Orleans, there
was no time for play. Meetings from 3 pm to
10 Pm and then 7 to 11 the next morning
then the drive back to Burnet. The General
Conference of Disciples Men “Sessions
2016” will be at TCU on July 8-10. Many
plans are being made with top notch
Keynoters and Workshops catered to MEN.
The Theme is “YOU ARE CALLED BY
NAME” Isaiah 43:1-2. Registration and
information for the event can be found at
www.sessions2016.org.
Ron Petrick

Susie Rodgers

Backpack Buddies Report
As the school year draws to a
close, we are no longer collecting
items for Backpack Buddies for this
school year. We collected 100
servings this last month. We will
decide in the coming months whether or not
to continue this ministry and let you know.

Cross Wall
We have recently discovered that
we have not updated the Memorial Book
of any of the new crosses given for our
Cross Wall in a very long time. If you
have provided a memorial cross for our
Cross Wall please let Pastor BJ know
that you provided one and in whose
memory or honor it is for so we can
update our memorial records. Thanks!

OUTREACH MINISTRY REPORT
Kudos for your continued help with
our outreach efforts. Thank you to
all of those who helped to make
this year’s Spaghetti Luncheon a huge
success!
We will be collecting our Pentecost
Special Offering on May 15th and 22nd. The
Pentecost Offering supports Disciples new
church development. This offering supports
the specialized ministry of new church
development through both regional and
general programs – with gifts for this offering
divided equally between each.
In this year’s Special Easter Offering,
we received $83.00.
Noisy Offering was collected on April 3
in the amount of $145.26
From Mar 28th through Apr 18th
Monday’s Kitchen served 206 meals and
donations of $180.66 were received.
I want to thank each of you for your
service.
Regards
Ronda Hostetter
Outreach Chairman

Dessert, anyone?

MONDAY’S KITCHEN
SCHEDULE OF WORKERS
May 2016
May 2, 2016
Set Up:
Cook: 1)
Bake: 1)
Serve: 1)
2)
3)
Clean-Up:
May 9, 2016
Set Up:
Cook:
Bake:
Serve: 1)
2)
3)
Clean-Up:

Celeste Bruton
Susan & Bennie Clark
Celeste Bruton
Celeste Bruton
Walter Selcer
Linda Guess
Bennie & Susan Clark
Sharon Childers/ Celeste
Bruton
Lisa Nance
Sharon Childers
Sharon Childers
Maedel Hearn
Karol Shepherd
Lisa Nance

May 16, 2016
Disciples Men

May 23, 2016
Epicenter
May 30, 2016
No Kitchen (Memorial Day)

FIXIN TO-GO ORDERS!

SOME OF THE GREAT HELPERS

The group at Bible Olympics
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Sunday
1
Easter-6
9:30 Sunday School
10:45 Worship,
Noisy Offering
Fellowship Lunch
2:00 AA Dist.
Meeting
8
Mother’s Day
9:30 Sunday School
10:45 Worship,

Monday

Tuesday

2

3

12:00 AA

12:00 AA

Wednesday
4
10:00 Bible Study
12:00 AA

4:30 Monday’s
Kitchen

9

12:00 AA

16

12:00 AA
4:30 Monday’s
Kitchen

22
9:30 Sunday School
10:45 Worship

23

Newsletter
articles due
12:00 AA

5

6

12:00 AA

12:00 AA

7

7:00 AA

7:00 AA
10

11
8:45 LACare Board
10:00 Bible Study
12:00 AA

12:00 AA

12

14
9:00am Disciples
Women at Sharon
Tippie’s home

12:00 AA

7:00 AA

18

12:00 AA

10:00 Bible Study

7:00 Compassionate
Friends

13

12:00 AA

5:00 Choir
6:00 Elders
7:00 Board
7:00 AA

17

12:00 AA

19

20

12:00 AA

12:00 AA

21
8:00 Disciples
Men’s Breakfast

5:30 Choir
7:00 AA

7:00 AA

24

25
10:00 Bible Study

12:00 AA

12:00 AA

26
12:00 AA

27

28

12:00 AA

5:30 Choir

4:30 Monday’s
Kitchen
29
9:30 Sunday School
10:45 Worship

Saturday

Friday

5:30 Choir

4:30 Monday’s
Kitchen
15
Pentecost
9:30 Sunday School
10:45 Worship,
Wear Red to church

Thursday

7:00 AA

30

31

MEMORIAL DAY

12:00 AA

7:00 AA

12:00 AA
4:30 NO
Monday’s
Kitchen

Birthdays in May
Ivan Leon

1

Jerry Hostetter

16

Marilyn Petrick

1

Alayna Engen

17

Oletha Miller

4

Erin Harris

17

Steve Evans

15

Lita Baker

19

Tommy Barnhill

15

Steve Evans

21

Please let us know if we don’t have your birthday listed.
We want to get it right.

Telling the story of the New Jerusalem from
Revelation 21 at Bible Olympics
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Building Relationships; Growing Faith; Welcoming All in Jesus Christ

2016 Leadership Team
Trustees:
Auda Ross
Walter Selcer
Paula Harris
Elders:
Ernie Spiekermann
Walter Selcer
Grover Howell
*Bennie Clark
Susan Clark
Allen Rodgers
Jon Blankenship
Brenda Williams
Jr. Deacons:
Alayna Engen
Cheyenne Steve

Deacons:
Yvonne Evans
*Celeste Bruton
Jerry Hostetter
Ronda Hostetter
Karol Shepherd
Cricket Branon
Charolette Collie
Linda Guess
Terry Matlock
*Marilyn Petrick
James Engen
Jennifer Engen
George Smith
Liz Smith
Jim Nance

Moderator……………………..……..………..Grover Howell
Vice Moderator……..……………..…………….Ron Petrick
Secretary…………………………………………….Lana Orr
Treasurer………………………...……………..Bennie Clark
Historian………………….………………...…….Kay Snyder
Education………………….…...…………..Brenda Williams
Faith-Sharing……………….……………..……Paula Harris
Membership…………..………………………….Kay Snyder
Outreach……………..……………………..Ronda Hostetter
Property…………………….……….….........Jerry Hostetter
Worship…………………………..Susan Clark, Ron Petrick
Disciples Men Rep………..……………….……Ron Petrick
Disciples Women Rep……..………....…….Marilyn Petrick
Pastoral Relations Committee:
Walter Selcer
*Ronda Hostetter

Susan Clark
Brenda Williams
Charolette Collie
Jim Nance

* = chairpersons

