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I have used the analogy (stolen from one of my seminary professors) that goes: “Theology is
in the prepositions.” It is the idea that theology, the study of who God is and how God works in the
world, is done primarily in the little words we pay little attention to as we focus on the bigger nouns
and verbs in the text. In other words, theology is done by paying close attention to each word of
scripture because it is there for a reason, and to best understand that reason one must look at the
historical context (the who wrote it and to whom, when and where, what was happening at the time,
etc.), the literary context (what genre is the text), the content (what the text actually says), and the
function or purpose (why it was written).
One of the examples my professor used was John 14:6 where Jesus says, “I am the way
and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” He made the
hypothetical point that what if the “the” was not present? What if the text instead had Jesus saying,
“I am a way and a truth and a life”? Those are two vastly different theological positions to take. One
assumes that Jesus is the only way while the other assumes that Jesus is but one of many potential
ways to reach the Divine. In this case, the ‘the’ is there suggesting that the author of John’s gospel
is arguing that Jesus is the only way.
Like each of you, I have made my personal choice that Jesus is THE way and THE truth and
THE life FOR ME. But here is where I may disagree with many of you. I cannot logically and in
good faith say that Jesus is the only way for the entire world. God is bigger than I can ever hope to
understand entirely and for me to suggest that I have a lock on who God is and how God works in
the world is dreadfully arrogant.
Jesus is one way others have claimed they found the presence of God; and I too have found
the Divine through Christ’s teachings. For me to say that someone else’s experience of the Divine
through another path (Muhammad, the Buddha, Krishna, or some other path) is inauthentic for
them, is unconscionable for me. I cannot fully understand the Divine, so maybe I am like one of the
blind people feeling different parts of a giant elephant, unable to grasp its entire being and therefore
believing an elephant is only a giant flappy ear, or only a long trunk.
That being said, naturally, I think I am correct and want others to agree with me, just like any
other decision or belief or position I take on a topic; it is what I think and so naturally it is the correct
view. I preach Jesus is the way for me and the invitation is offered to you as well, if you choose to
accept it. I have found Christ’s message in scripture immensely helpful and fulfilling and want to
share that experience with others. It is then up to each of them to decide if Jesus is the way for
them and, if not, I pray to the God I serve that they will find a generative path that works for them.
(continued on next page)

Now, know that some may find it troubling to think that their pastor might not subscribe to
Jesus as the only way for the entire world; and I sympathize with you. I could very easily be wrong
and Jesus is, in fact, the only path to the Divine and all who don’t believe in Jesus will burn in Hell.
Honestly, I pray that this is not the case, for I have known too many Divinely-filled people who do
not identify as Christian to believe that God would reject them. I guess it is also logically possible
that Jesus isn’t a path at all; but I doubt it. Too many people have been transformed in and through
Christ for him not to be at least a way.
Ultimately, scripture tells us many things; sometimes texts conflict, sometimes they tell us
things we do not like, sometimes we flat out reject certain passages because they seem to no
longer apply. In John 14, Jesus is trying to comfort his disciples, on the night of his arrest, by
saying that while he is fixing to go away, they know the way to find him. Thomas cries out, “Lord we
don’t know where you are going, how can we know the way?” “I am the way,” Jesus replies, “I am
the way.” I am grateful I have found my way through him, and I pray that I can lead many others on
this path of a relationship with God through Christ.
Grace and Peace,

A Moment About Giving
In the latter part of Luke chapter eight, Jesus is one busy Savior! He calms a
storm; heals a bleeding woman; restores a girl to life; and casts out a legion of
demons from one very troubled man in the Gerasenes. As a church, we would
consider it a banner day if we achieved just one of those things. Yet every day,
EVERY day, through the empowerment of our tithes and offerings, we do offer
healing prayers, we help people recover from storms and find calm in their lives, we
help people recover from addictions and disease. In short, we are sources of God’s
miracles. Even as we travel on vacations, the church continues to be a source of
God’s miracles, we pray that you will not withhold your gift to the church while you
are away.
GENERAL CHECKING ACCOUNT
April 30, 2016 Balance
May 2016 Deposits
General Fund
Designated
May 2016 Disbursements
Budgeted/General Fund
Other Fund/Pass-Through
May 31, 2016 Balance

$36,410.06
$8,063.88
$3,829.53
($9,023.46)
($2,729.84)

$11,893.41

($11,753.30)
$36,550.17

Seek Someone Out

A Note From Your Elders

This coming Sunday
when you're sitting in church
I have a favor to ask. (This is
of course while you're
listening to the pastor as well). Look
around, look for someone within the
congregation that you have not spoken
with recently. You don't have to limit
yourself to one person or one couple.
Shake hands, give someone a pat on the
back, this will not only make the receiver
smile but it will make you feel good as
well.
While we all know that all us in the
church love and care about the rest ,but if
we do not show it on a regular basis
some might not feel the compassion and
concern, especially if they may be going
through some difficult times.
This church has seen times when it
was short of money, times when the roof
leaked, and many other problems along
the way and over the years. HOWEVER,
it has never been short in care, leniency,
tolerance, kindness, sensitivity, and most
of all, LOVE. Let's show to ourselves
and others just how much we do care!!!!

We continue to have continuing ill
health among our members.
Remember, your elders are here to help if
any of our members need anything.
Don’t hesitate to ask.
Regards,
Bennie Clark,
Elder Chair

PRC Meeting
The next Pastoral Relations Committee meeting
will be Tuesday September 6th at 6:00pm.
2016 Committee members:
Walter Selcer
Susan Clark
Brenda Williams

*Ronda Hostetter
Charolette Collie
Jim Nance

I love this Church,
Grover

Coloring and Conversation!
There are many in our congregation that have taken up coloring as a way to relax
their minds and spirits. We are wanting to start a coloring and conversation group that will
meet at the church once or twice a month to share coloring books, pencils, and have a
wonderful time of fellowship.
The goal of this project is to be able to send some of our pieces to folks who are sick
or homebound with a card letting them know that we are praying for them.
We are looking at either Thursday July 14th from 2-4pm or Saturday July 23rd from
10-noon for our first gathering. If you have a preference, please let BJ know as soon
as possible! Thanks.

Worship Arts Camp is
Coming Soon!

We have starting planning
Worship Arts Camp, which will be
August 1-5th, with Worship on August
7. Our theme this year is The
Greatness of God. Lisa has agreed
to plan and take care of the meals.
Anyone who would like to help, please
let Lisa or I know.
I invite everyone to stop by during
the week, and visit with the children,
watch the activities, and join in the fun!

The General
Conference of Disciples Men
have announced a date
change for every four-year
event “Sessions 2016” at the
TCU campus. The schedule
has been changed to July 8-10. Many
plans are being made with top notch
Keynoters and Workshops catered to
MEN. The Theme is “YOU ARE CALLED
BY NAME” Isaiah 43:1-2. Registration
and information for the event can be
found at www.sessions2016.org.
Ron Petrick

~~~
During Sunday school, we’ve
taking a couple of Sundays to discuss
the things in our lives.
Brenda

Cross Wall
We have recently discovered that
we have not updated the Memorial Book
of any of the new crosses given for our
Cross Wall in a very long time. If you
have provided a memorial cross for our
Cross Wall please let Pastor BJ know
that you provided one and in whose
memory or honor it is for so we can
update our memorial records. Thanks!

Looks like Cheyenne had fun at camp!!

OUTREACH MINISTRY REPORT
Thank you for your
continued support of our
Outreach program. There
will be additional opportunities to give
during the last half of 2016.
Noisy Offering collection on June
5th totaled $216.84.
From May 30th through June
20th, Monday’s Kitchen served 194
meals and donations of $81.28 were
received.
Thank you for all you do.
Ronda Hostetter
Outreach Chairman

MONDAY’S KITCHEN
SCHEDULE OF WORKERS
July 2016
July 4, 2016
NO MONDAY’S KITCHEN
July 11, 2016
Set Up:
Cook:
Bake:
Serve: 1)
2)
3)
Clean-Up:

Celeste Bruton
Susan & Bennie Clark
Celeste Bruton
Celeste Bruton
Maedel Hearn
Linda Guess
Susan & Bennie Clark

July 18, 2016
Disciples Men
July 25, 2016
Epicenter

June Noisy Offering Report
A Big “THANK YOU!” goes out to all of you who helped make our special Noisy
Offering contribution in June such a great success. We were raising money for
Church World Service’s Blankets and Tools program in celebration of Mother’s Day
and Father’s Day.
We collected $216.84 during our regular Noisy Offering on Sunday June 5th. In
addition to those moneys, the Disciples Women and the Disciples Men each gave
$100 to go toward this project, and the board approved Bennie’s motion that we add
an additional $33.16 to the pot so he could right a check for an even $450.00!!
Thank you all for contributing so generously to this worthy cause!

Volunteers Needed
Over the past few weeks, we have had organizations asking us to put the word
out of the need for more volunteers. We know time is limited for everyone so we just
wanted to pass these opportunities along in case you were wanting to find a way to
help serve those less fortunate than yourself.
LACare is needing volunteers to work 2-hour shifts on Mondays from 2-6,
Wednesdays 10-2, and Fridays 10-2. You can work as many or as few as will fit your
schedule. Please visit Lottie by going by 507 W. Buchanan or calling her at 512-7564422.
Seton Hospice is needing volunteers to help care givers by giving them a
break as well as comforting the patients. You can also come to the office to help with
clerical work. Please call Robbin Malain at 512-756-7511.
Finally, Meals on Wheels is in need of Delivery Drivers to take meals to their
clients. Most routes can be completed in under an hour so you could even do it during
your lunch break. Please contact Lauren McAndrews at 512-763-1400 x36.

THANK YOU’S
We received this note from Tim and Darlene Denton at Vanderveer Church of Christ:
Thank you so much for your prayers, love and concern for Tim (and our family),
during his recent illness and surgery. The love and encouragement from our little
community has blessed our hearts and left us humbled by your support. We wanted
you to know how much we appreciated your calls, cards, texts, posts, and most of
all—your prayers.
May you be as blessed as we have with His great love.
This note came from Lauren McAndrews, the Director of Development at
Opportunities for Williamson and Burnet Counties:
Thank you so very much for the $1430.00 donation you made to the
Opportunities Meals on Wheels program. Let me just say that the spaghetti was
wonderful and my slice of cake was delicious! Your donation to Meals on Wheels
makes such a difference and is truly appreciated.
This money will go directly to food costs and supplies, including insulated bags
for food delivery. In the city of Burnet there are currently 74 seniors who receive Meals
on Wheels and last year over 25,900 meals were delivered throughout the county.
Your gift has now provided just over 200 meals! I cannot thank you enough for your
dedication to the community and your support of opportunities Meals on Wheels.

We believe in the neighbor helping neighbor philosophy and are proud to have
you at First Christian Church as our partner. Thank you again!
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Building Relationships; Growing Faith; Welcoming All in Jesus Christ

2016 Leadership Team
Trustees:
Auda Ross
Walter Selcer
Paula Harris
Elders:
Ernie Spiekermann
Walter Selcer
Grover Howell
*Bennie Clark
Susan Clark
Allen Rodgers
Jon Blankenship
Brenda Williams
Jr. Deacons:
Alayna Engen
Cheyenne Steve

Deacons:
Yvonne Evans
*Celeste Bruton
Jerry Hostetter
Ronda Hostetter
Karol Shepherd
Cricket Branon
Charolette Collie
Linda Guess
Terry Matlock
*Marilyn Petrick
James Engen
Jennifer Engen
George Smith
Liz Smith
Jim Nance

Moderator……………………..……..………..Grover Howell
Vice Moderator……..……………..…………….Ron Petrick
Secretary…………………………………………….Lana Orr
Treasurer………………………...……………..Bennie Clark
Historian………………….………………...…….Kay Snyder
Education………………….…...…………..Brenda Williams
Faith-Sharing……………….……………..……Paula Harris
Membership…………..………………………….Kay Snyder
Outreach……………..……………………..Ronda Hostetter
Property…………………….……….….........Jerry Hostetter
Worship…………………………..Susan Clark, Ron Petrick
Disciples Men Rep………..……………….……Ron Petrick
Disciples Women Rep……..………....…….Marilyn Petrick
Pastoral Relations Committee:
Walter Selcer
*Ronda Hostetter

Susan Clark
Brenda Williams
Charolette Collie
Jim Nance

* = chairpersons

