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I am virtually certain that each of you have noticed this as well, but it seems to me as
if the world is falling apart at the seams. We cannot turn on the news without learning of yet
another heartbreaking crisis event taking place somewhere in the world. Whether it is
another mass shooting, news of yet another police officer shot and killed in the line of duty,
a terrorist attack on people we have never met in a place we may never have been, or
natural disasters such as wildfires, tornadoes, drought, floods, and hurricanes.
And yet, if we make the assumption that every time we turn around heartbreak can be
seen if we look for it, isn’t it also true that moments joy and heartwarming events can be
seen everywhere we look; if only we look for them?
Every day, I receive a devotional email called “Still Speaking Daily Devotional” and
about a month ago, I received one written by Pastor Talitha Arnold who is Senior Minister of
United Church of Santa Fe (UCC) in Santa Fe, New Mexico. In her devotional, Pastor
Arnold quoted Psalm 30:5 which says, “Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes
with the morning.” She writes:
********************
How has joy come in your life?
Has it been with the light and brilliance of a New Mexico sunrise? Has joy come
like "The Hallelujah Chorus" of Handel's "Messiah"? Perhaps joy burst into your life
with the adoption of a new child or the birth of a grandchild. Maybe joy came with a
new relationship, new job, or any other experience of new life.
Some mornings joy comes in a "pull-out-all-the-stops-and-sing Hallelujah" kind
of way. Each Easter at the church I serve, a stalwart group gathers outdoors before
dawn for the Sunrise Service. Often our timing is perfect, and the sun is up when we
finish. Two years ago, we were singing "Amazing Grace" and just as we got to "bright
shining as the sun," the sun rose over the mountains. We cheered with joy!
Sometimes joy's arrival is more subtle. Last Easter was bitter cold, and we had
the shortest Sunrise Service ever. One person laughed, "I've never said the Lord's
Prayer so fast!" Moreover, Daylight Savings Time had just started, so we began in the
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dark and ended in the dark. By the time the sun was up, we were inside, warming up
over coffee.
None of us saw the sun rise. Yet later that morning, as we started the second
service, I realized the world was filled with light and warmth. Sometimes joy comes
like that--slowly, subtly, until we finally notice we've been given another day of life
and light.
How joy comes isn't as important as that it will come--for you, for me, for this
whole world. Yes, "weeping may tarry the night," but whether in the brilliance of a
sunrise or as subtle as an everyday dawn, joy will come in the morning.
********************
It is my prayer that each of us will look with eyes of Christ for moments of joy
and love more readily than the sorrows we too easily notice. For as the Psalmist
writes, “Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning.”
Grace and Peace,

A Moment About Giving
Numbers 15:3 suggests three different situations when offerings to God are
considered appropriate:
1) “To fulfill a vow,” in other words, when we give because we are required by
our faith to do so; 2) “as a freewill offering,” in other words, when we just want to give
to God, regardless of the reason; 3) “at appointed festivals,” in other words, when it is
part of the order and way we worship God.
As you present your offerings each week, do you do it as part of your
responsibility as a Christian? Is it an offering you just want to give to God? Or is it
because it is a part of the way you worship God? Whichever the situation, it is
appropriate and appreciated by your God, and your church. Thank you!
GENERAL CHECKING ACCOUNT
May 31, 2016 Balance
June 2016 Deposits
General Fund
Designated
June 2016 Disbursements
Budgeted/General Fund
Other Fund/Pass-Through
June 30, 2016 Balance

$36,550.17
$9,751.20
$1,662.12
($6,889.76)
($2,707.70)

$11,413.32

($9,597.46)
$38,366.03

A Note from our Acting Moderator
In Grover’s absent, I
am writing the Moderator’s
Newsletter article this month
As many of you are
aware I lead the Adult Sunday School
class on Sunday morning and it seems
only fitting that I write today about what
we are studying at the moment. The
current class discussions are centered
around Paul and his letter to the Romans.
One of the many subjects Paul defines for
us is righteousness. As a result, we can
apply what we learn to the activities of the
church in Burnet and in our own life, in
and outside the church walls.
Righteousness can be translated as:
justification, justice, decency. Romans
3:22 states; “God’s righteousness comes
through the faithfulness of Jesus Christ for
all who have faith in him”.

To be right with God though our act
of believing in Jesus OR through Jesus’
act of self-giving himself. This gives us a
lot to think about and discuss. Does it
mean “the faith in Jesus Christ” or “the
faith of Jesus Christ”. Sunday school
gives you the chance to discuss such
things and I encourage you to join one of
our church Sunday School Classes and/or
Bible Study where you have the
opportunity to learn and discuss the
scriptures.
Ron Petrick
PRC Meeting
The next Pastoral Relations Committee meeting
will be Tuesday September 6th at 6:00pm.
2016 Committee members:
Walter Selcer
Susan Clark
Brenda Williams

*Ronda Hostetter
Charolette Collie
Jim Nance

Church’s Address Change
Effective Monday, August 1st, First
Christian Church will no longer receive
mail at the Post Office. Instead, our
physical address will become our mailing
address.
Our new address is:
204 East Graves St.
Burnet, Texas 78611

Coloring and Conversation!
There are many in our congregation
who have taken up coloring as a way to
relax their minds and spirits. We are wanting
to start a coloring and conversation group
that will meet at the church once or twice a
month to share coloring books, pencils, and
have a wonderful time of fellowship.
A goal of this project is to have fun,
and potentially be able to send some of our
pieces to folks who are sick or homebound
with a card letting them know that we are
praying for them.
We are looking at either Thursday
August 18th from 5-7pm or Saturday
August 27rd from 10-noon for our first
gathering. If you have a preference, please
let BJ know as soon as possible! Thanks.

Cross Wall
We have recently discovered that
we have not updated the Memorial Book
of any of the new crosses given for our
Cross Wall in a very long time. If you
have provided a memorial cross for our
Cross Wall please let Pastor BJ know
that you provided one and in whose
memory or honor it is for so we can
update our memorial records. Thanks!

Disciples Women
The DWM has been
asked to help with the
evening meal at Worship
Arts Camp. Michele Darling,
Lana Orr and Sharon Tippie
have signed up to help prepare
Tuesday’s tacos. Join us if you can.
It was decided at our last meeting
that we would continue to meet on a
quarterly basis. Our next meeting is
scheduled for September 10. It can be in
your home, a restaurant, or at the church.
Programs are optional. Staying
connected is our main goal. Let me know
if you are interested in hosting a meeting.
The BBA Disciples Women’s
Retreat is scheduled for October 14-16.
Registration forms can be found on the
DWM bulletin board.

July was another great
month for FCC Burnet
Disciples Men. We prepared
and served for Monday’s
Kitchen with great success.
We served 50 folks Beans
and Cornbread with salad. During our
breakfast meeting on July 16, we had
discussions about Sessions 2016 held
the weekend before at TCU. Also, we
decided to serve the meal at Worship Arts
Camp on Thursday August 4. All men are
welcome to come and join in the event.
The next Disciples Men Regional
Retreat is September 16-18 at
Brownwood Retreat Center. There are
registration forms available at the office.
This year we have Rev. Bruce Frogge, Sr.
Minister of Cypress Creek CC and Rev.
Marilyn Fiddmont, VP, Christian Church
Foundation as our Keynoters. The theme
is “Are We Followers or Just Fans?”

Ron Petrick

In Christ,
Marilyn

Fellowship of Church Women
The Fellowship of Church Women
will meet on Monday, August 29 at 2:00
PM at the First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). Co-hosts for this
meeting are the Episcopal Church and
First Christian Church.
The program “Container and
House Plants” is being presented by
Mary Kay from Backbone Valley Nursery.
Join us for a great program, a short
business meeting, fellowship with old
and new friends, and a yummy dessert.
Bring a friend!

It's time to start
warming up those voices, and
re-learning how to hold a note
while you recite the
alphabet. (I'll bet some of
you didn't know we do
that.) But our warming up is just like
when you prepare for any other job. You
practice your skills, learn new ones, take
a few risks, learn the best route to drive
to work, etc. These things are what we
are called to do, whether to feed our
families, answer God's call to minister, or
just to participate with others in the Body
of Christ.
Join us if you can while we work
together to sing about His love.
Susie

OUTREACH MINISTRY REPORT
Please consider
providing a donation to the
Burnet County Child Welfare
Board for their back to school plans. The
organization has requested money to be
provided to help the kids with new school
clothes, as well as supplies.
You can make your donation
payable to FCC and note the purpose on
the check.
Noisy Offering collection on July 3rd
totaled $115.92
From June 27th through July 25th,
Monday’s Kitchen served 212 meals and
donations of $116.74 were received.
Thank you for all you do.
Ronda Hostetter

MONDAY’S KITCHEN
SCHEDULE OF WORKERS
August 2016
August 1, 2016
Set Up:
Cook:
Bake:
Serve: 1)
2)
3)
Clean-Up:
August 8, 2016
Set Up:
Cook:
Bake:
Serve: 1)
2)
3)
Clean-Up:

Celeste Bruton
Michele Darling
Michele Darling
Contessa Huffman
Karol Shepherd
Linda Guess
Walter Selcer

Sharon Childers
Celeste Bruton
Lisa Nance
Sharon Childers
Sharon Childers
Maedel Hearn
Karol Shepherd
Lisa Nance

August 15, 2016
Disciples Men

It is hard to believe that August is
already here – Summer is flying by fast!!!
It has been wonderful to have Pam
Holt with us again this Summer! On July
10th, we were blessed to hear Pam share
her experiences while living and teaching
in China. Then on July 17th, we had an
amazing quintet sing “Living Hope”, written
by Pam in memory of her mom,
Prisicilla. The quintet was made up
of: Pam Holt, Susie Rodgers, Paula
Harris, Darryl Selcer and Hank Holt. It was
beautiful!
We are looking forward to the
children leading our worship service the
week of Worship Arts Camp!
The Worship Committee will be
meeting soon to plan for the Fall Season.
Susan Clark
Worship Committee co –chair

August 22, 2016
Epicenter
August 29, 2016
Set Up:
Sharon Childers
Celeste Bruton
Cook:
Sharon Childers
Bake:
Lutheran Volunteers
Serve: 1)
Maedel Hearn
2)
Karol Shepherd
3)
Linda Guess
Clean-Up: Lisa Nance

A Note from the Property Chair

The issue regarding the air
conditioner has been fixed this week. In
addition, we discovered a leak under one
of the sinks in the kitchen that has been
fixed. If you see any maintenance issues
that need to be addressed, please let us
know as soon as possible so we can
address them accordingly. Thanks.
Jerry Hostetter

Worship Arts Camp is August 1st through the 5th, with youth lead worship on August 7th.
The theme this year is “The Greatness of God” and our verse is
1 Corinthians 7:17 – “Nevertheless each person should live as a believer in whatever situation the
lord has assigned to them, just as God has called them”
We have changed things up this year; some of the older ones will be doing activities in
the community, two nights that week. Everyone will collect food for LaCare, Monday night in the
neighborhoods around the church. This gives everyone the opportunity to participate in helping the
people in their community.
Will be sending out inserts in the bulletin, to ask for help that week. Even if you can only come
one night, it will be appreciated.
Yes, Friday night, we will practice (loosely) and then enjoy ice cream, leading up to our 2 nd
annual water balloon fight!
The next Bible Olympics will be October 1st in Smithville. We will begin studying the books of
Jonah, Daniel, Ruth, and Esther. We would love to have you join us for the fun, learning, and
fellowship!

THANK YOU
We received this letter from Church World Service in appreciation of our gift to the Blankets
and Tools program:
Dear Friends,
Your generous donation to the Church World Service Blankets+ program tells people in
crisis, “You’re not alone. Someone cares.”
We are deeply grateful for your support. Because of your compassion,


Families who have lost their homes to tornadoes, floods, earthquakes and other disasters
are getting help with blankets, emergency food and shelter -- and with rebuilding their
lives and livelihoods.



People struggling against crushing poverty and harsh climates are learning sustainable
farming practices that will help them keep food on the table—and take it to market.



Vulnerable children have access to clean, safe water and the nutritional food essentials to
growth, development and life itself.

On behalf of all the people who feel more hopeful and less alone because of your generosity,
we thank you. Please accept this Blankets+ certificate honoring your vital partnership with
CWS in building a world where there is enough for all.
Sincerely,
Rev. John L McCullough
President and CEO
Church World Service
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Building Relationships; Growing Faith; Welcoming All in Jesus Christ

2016 Leadership Team
Trustees:
Auda Ross
Walter Selcer
Paula Harris
Elders:
Ernie Spiekermann
Walter Selcer
Grover Howell
*Bennie Clark
Susan Clark
Allen Rodgers
Jon Blankenship
Brenda Williams
Jr. Deacons:
Alayna Engen
Cheyenne Steve

Deacons:
Yvonne Evans
Celeste Bruton
Jerry Hostetter
Ronda Hostetter
Karol Shepherd
Cricket Branon
Charolette Collie
Linda Guess
Terry Matlock
Marilyn Petrick
James Engen
Jennifer Engen
George Smith
Liz Smith
Jim Nance

Moderator……………………..……..………..Grover Howell
Vice Moderator……..……………..…………….Ron Petrick
Secretary…………………………………………….Lana Orr
Treasurer………………………...……………..Bennie Clark
Historian………………….………………...…….Kay Snyder
Education………………….…...…………..Brenda Williams
Faith-Sharing……………….……………..……Paula Harris
Membership…………..………………………….Kay Snyder
Outreach……………..……………………..Ronda Hostetter
Property…………………….……….….........Jerry Hostetter
Worship…………………………..Susan Clark, Ron Petrick
Disciples Men Rep………..……………….……Ron Petrick
Disciples Women Rep……..………....…….Marilyn Petrick
Pastoral Relations Committee:
Walter Selcer
*Ronda Hostetter

Susan Clark
Brenda Williams
Charolette Collie
Jim Nance

* = chairpersons

