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It is Saturday morning and I am sitting in my friends’ living room in Tulsa, Oklahoma
relishing in the blessings God has given me. I have spent this week with around 30 other
young ministers who are serving congregations of differing denominations all over the
United States, and it has been like sacred manna for my soul. With me at this retreat, were
young women and men ministering in places such as the Bahamas, Fort Meyer, Florida,
Boston, Massachusetts, Portland, Oregon, San Diego, California, and everywhere in
between.

What I find most wonderful about these Ecumenical Bethany Fellowship retreats, like
the one I have been on this week, is that they are built on the premise of building
relationships and praying for each other in multiple ways at multiple times throughout the
week, and then staying connected with each other once we all go home. It buoys my soul to
hear the stories of what God is doing in the lives of these other men and women who are
going through much the same hardships and blessings I go through.
We celebrate God’s divine blessings bestowed on one another such as one man who
asked his congregation for a raise so they could afford for his wife to stay home with their
young children after their second child is born in a couple weeks. His congregation decided
to bless him and his family with a raise equivalent to what his wife made at her previous job.
We also grieve with those for whom life is not going smoothly either in their ministries, in
their marriages, or both.
When we arrived on Monday, we did a short check-in with the whole group where
each person has 3 minutes to say whatever they need to say about what is going on in life
followed by the person on their right praying for them and their specific situation.
Tuesday was a very busy day. We spent the morning serving at two different
homeless shelters. One group of us helped restock the shelves at the food pantry because
they just received a new shipment of food. While they were doing that, my group went about
a half mile down the road and served about 300 people lunch in a full-service restaurant
style community kitchen. This was open to anyone who walked through the door, so there
were many homeless people, but there were also a couple men in suits and ties that ate
with us. When they came in, they were given a ticket and told to sit wherever they wished
(continued on next page)

and one of us would come take their drink order. When they place their food order, we took
their ticket, and brought them their plate of food, silverware, and dessert. Later on Tuesday,
we had a discussion about different ways of doing worship followed by a discussion about
faith-based community organizing. Needless to say, by the end of the night we were all
exhausted.
After breakfast on Wednesday, we worshiped into silence which continued until after
breakfast on Thursday. Then, we went into our small groups for deep check-in. There were
7 young ministers (including me) and 2 mentors in my small group and we each took about
20 minutes to talk about what happened in our silence and what all is going on back home.
Then we laid hands on the person and each prayed for them. It is the part of these retreats
to which I most anticipate.
Thursday afternoon is free time before closing worship and a party where we can
decompress and simply enjoy each other's’ company before leaving for home on Friday
morning.
As I am writing this article, I realize that I have not even made it back home yet and
yet, I am already looking forward to going to Phoenix in April where I will be able to hear
about all the great things that God is doing in Christ’s Church throughout the country. In the
meantime, I would ask that you keep these young women and men in prayer as they serve
congregations just like ours all over the country.
Their names are: Nate Brooks, Stephen Callendar, Thandiwe Dale-Ferguson, Jen
Daysa, Allison Ruari, Jimmy Gawne, Andrew Guthrie, Rae Karim, Delesslyn Kennebrew,
Karakay Kovaly, Caleb Lines, Alex McCauslin, Travis McKee, Ann Nielsen, Brian Nixon,
Melissa Pace, Joey Pusateri, Jason Reynolds, Jen Riddle, Cody Robertson, Audrey
Rodgers, Zach Seitz, Cassie Sexton Riggs, Pedro Silva, Catie Smith, Katie Strednak
Singer, Arthur Stewart, BJ Tapley, Casey Tanguay, Ryan Thrasher, Jackie Twedell, and
Mark Winters.
The Leadership Team and Mentors are: Nanette Banks, Laura Fegin, Bob Hill, Kim
Gage Ryan, Sarah Griffith Lund, Scott Hardin-Nieri, John Meyers, and Don Schutt.
Please join me in keeping each of these wonderful women and men, their ministries
and their families, in your prayers. Thanks.
Grace and Peace,

GENERAL CHECKING ACCOUNT
July 31, 2016 Balance
August 2016 Deposits
General Fund
Designated
August 2016 Disbursements
Budgeted/General Fund
Other Fund/Pass-Through
August 31, 2016 Balance

$39,986.38
$6,745.63
$1,918.73
($9,083.97)
($1,535.54)

$8,664.36

($10,619.51)
$38,031.23

A Note from our Moderator

AAAAAAH!! Fall is in
the air!! I understand that
cooler temperatures make
our minds think better. (I
believe it allows our brain
to think about other things instead of
only concentrating on how it is and
where can I get out of this heat).
So while we are at a
100 percent capacity (and it not a
100 degrees), I'm asking each one of
you to rack your brain for money
saving ideas here at our church.
Remember, even the slightest
savings can add up over time. Ideas
take a long time to get in place but
well worth it over the long haul.
Each year as Fall rolls in it is
also time to form the nominating
committee for next year's leadership
team. Please keep this process in
your prayers and also be prepared
because you may be the very one
asked to serve on this team.
I want to give everyone a thank
you for your service to the church in
the past and show my gratitude in
advance for your future
volunteerism.
We Believe,
Grover
PRC Meeting
The next Pastoral Relations Committee meeting
will be Tuesday December 6th at 6:00pm.
2016 Committee members:

*Ronda Hostetter
Susan Clark
Brenda Williams

Ron Petrick
Charolette Collie
Jim Nance

Church’s Address Change
Effective Monday, August 1st, First
Christian Church will no longer receive
mail at the Post Office. Instead, our
physical address will become our mailing
address.
Our new mailing address is:
204 East Graves St.
Burnet, Texas 78611

Fall Festival Is Coming
Our Annual Fall Festival will be
on Sunday October 23rd at 5pm.
Look for more information and
sign-up sheets to come!

Cross Wall
We have recently discovered that
we have not updated the Memorial Book
of any of the new crosses given for our
Cross Wall in a very long time. If you
have provided a memorial cross for our
Cross Wall please let Pastor BJ know
that you provided one and in whose
memory or honor it is for so we can
update our memorial records. Thanks!

The Worship Committee has been planning for the following events though the
end of the year:
On World Communion Sunday, Worship Service
Special Music- All music selections and choir special will have a communion
theme.
Banners – Communion banners will be placed in the chancel area
Communion Table Decorations- Marilyn and Sharon will dress the communion
table.
Communion Service Routine – Communion will be done by intinction.
The communion table will be moved to the center of the sanctuary with the
chairs in a semi-circle around it. About 60 chairs will be arranged and other
stacked up next to the north wall.
All Saints Sunday
not only to remember Saints, but also to remember all those who have died
who were members of the local church congregation. A candle is lit as each
person's name is called out. Prayers and responsive readings may accompany
the event.
A chime will be rung after a member of the church name is read who passed
away during the last year.
Paraments will be changed to white for that Sunday
Veterans Day Sunday November 13
Paraments will be changed to Red
Congregation will call out names of Veterans to be honored
Advent Begins Sunday November 27
Church Decorations – Soup and Chili Lunch to be served on Sunday,
November 20th with decorating the church afterwards
Only the wreaths in sanctuary, tree in sanctuary with Chrismons, and tree
in gathering area lights and ornaments. Two large wreaths for the
sanctuary will not to be placed and used for Hanging of the Greens.
Hanging of the Greens – Advent Sunday Nov. 27. The two large wreaths will
be brought into the Sanctuary to begin the Worship Service. As they are
being placed in the Chancel area, an explanation of the meaning of hanging
of the greens will be stated either by BJ or the folks hanging the wreaths.
Advent Devotionals – There will be no Advent Study. Devotionals are to be written by
the congregation. BJ will have a list of scriptures of the 41 days of Advent (29
days) and Epiphany (12 days). Members in the congregation can select one or
two days to write a short devotion in their own words about what the scripture
means to them. Scriptures to be available on October 23 and should be back to
the office by November 13.
Christmas Eve Service
Candle Light Service
Our next meeting will be October 5th to finalize some more details

OUTREACH MINISTRY REPORT

We are currently
accepting our Reconciliation
Offering on Sunday September
25th and October 2nd.
From August 29th through
September 26th, Monday’s Kitchen served
192 meals and donations of $115.88 were
received.
Thank you for all you do.
Ronda Hostetter

A Moment About Giving
There are three kinds of
givers—the fling, the sponge, and
the honeycomb. To get anything out
of a flint you must hammer it. And
then you get only chips and sparks.
To get water out of a sponge you
must squeeze it, and the more you
use pressure, the more you will get.
But the honeycomb just overflows
with its own sweetness. Which kind
of giver are you?

MONDAY’S KITCHEN
SCHEDULE OF WORKERS
October 2016
October 3, 2016
Set Up:
Cook:
Bake:
Serve: 1)
2)
3)
Clean-Up:

Celeste Bruton
Michele Darling
Michele Darling
Contessa Huffman
Karol Shepherd
Linda Guess
Walter Selcer

October 10, 2016
Set Up:
Sharon Childers/ Celeste
Bruton
Cook:
Lisa Nance
Bake:
Sharon Childers
Serve: 1)
Sharon Childers
2)
Maedel Hearn
3)
Karol Shepherd
Clean-Up: Lisa Nance
October 17, 2016
Disciples Men
October 24, 2016
Epicenter
October 31, 2016
Set Up:
Cook:
Bake:
Serve: 1)
2)
3)
Clean-Up:

Sharon Childers/ Celeste
Bruton
Sharon Childers
Lutheran Volunteers
Maedel Hearn
Karol Shepherd
Linda Guess
Lisa Nance

Meet Tyler, Pastor BJ’s new Cocker Spaniel
puppy! He’s a year old, and really hyper, but is learning
to calm down around other people. The ultimate goal is
to train him as a therapy dog, but we have to master
basic obedience first. He comes to the office with me
during the week, but it will be a while before he comes
on a Sunday. Feel free to stop by and say hi!

Calendar

Serving Schedule

First Christian Church
204 East Graves St.
Burnet, Texas 78611

October 2016

Building Relationships; Growing Faith; Welcoming All in Jesus Christ

2016 Leadership Team
Trustees:
Auda Ross
Walter Selcer
Paula Harris
Elders:
Ernie Spiekermann
Ron Petrick
Grover Howell
*Bennie Clark
Susan Clark
Allen Rodgers
Brenda Williams

Jr. Deacons:
Alayna Engen
Cheyenne Steve

Deacons:
Yvonne Evans
Celeste Bruton
Jerry Hostetter
Ronda Hostetter
Karol Shepherd
Cricket Branon
Charolette Collie
*Linda Guess
Terry Matlock
Marilyn Petrick
James Engen
Jennifer Engen
George Smith
Liz Smith
Jim Nance

Moderator……………………..……..………..Grover Howell
Vice Moderator……..……………..…………….Ron Petrick
Secretary…………………………………………….Lana Orr
Treasurer………………………...……………..Bennie Clark
Historian………………….………………...…….Kay Snyder
Education………………….…...…………..Brenda Williams
Faith-Sharing……………….……………..……Paula Harris
Membership…………..………………………….Kay Snyder
Outreach……………..……………………..Ronda Hostetter
Property…………………….……….….........Jerry Hostetter
Worship…………………………..Susan Clark, Ron Petrick
Disciples Men Rep………..……………….……Ron Petrick
Disciples Women Rep……..………....…….Marilyn Petrick
Pastoral Relations Committee:
Walter Selcer
*Ronda Hostetter

Susan Clark
Brenda Williams
Charolette Collie
Jim Nance

* = chairpersons

