December 2016

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
204 E. Graves St.
Burnet, Texas 78611
Phone: 512 756-2223

F ROM

THE

P ASTOR ...

Rev. BJ Tapley
Church e-mail: fccburnet@fccburnettx.org
Church website: www.fccburnettx.org
Office hours: Monday-Thursday 9:00am-3:00pm
Emergency Contact: Bennie Clark 830) 613-0395

11/28/2016

As some of you know, and as way to inform those who do not yet know, First Christian
Church Burnet, Texas is part of a covenantal relationship with the Bluebonnet Area and the
Christian Church in the Southwest. This means that we are free to participate, or refrain from
participating, in any ministry or event in the Area and Region. It also means that we are responsible
for helping to support them just as they support us.
Many of us wonder though what the region does. Even I have these questions periodically.
As our budget tightens we wonder if giving to the Bluebonnet Area and the Southwest Region is the
best use of our meager resources; especially when we do not easily notice any results.
But did you know that the Southwest Region encompasses all of Texas, New Mexico,
Guymon and Hooker, Oklahoma, as Liberal, Kansas?
Did you know that there are between 350-400 congregations and yet only has four full-time
and 2 part-time ministers serving this region?
Did you know that the region helps shape new ministers through the Ordination process as
well as help facilitate congregations and clergy as they move through the Search and Call Process?
Did you know the region operates five Camp and Conference Centers in Carlsbad, New
Mexico, and Athens, Gonzales, Brownwood, and Happy, Texas for our youth and other ministries to
gather?
Did you know that the region supports three mission centers: Southwest Good Samaritan
Ministries in Los Fresnos, Inman Christian Center in San Antonio, and Juliette Fowler Homes in
Dallas?
Did you know that the region, and our fellow congregations, stepped up to support two of our
congregations in the Dallas area impacted by tornadoes the week of Christmas 2015, and
continues to help them help their communities?
My point in bringing all these to your attention is to highlight our Christmas Offering which
stays completely within our region to support its ministries. I want to challenge us to give
generously to this offering on December 11th and December 18th to help support the ministries
which help support us, and more importantly, those less fortunate than ourselves.
Bottom line, we are the largest region in our denomination—both in area and number of
churches—with one of the smallest staffs. As a region, we are in a period of great transition as we
(continued on next page)

seek to envision what ministry will look like in the future. We have included in this newsletter a letter
written by Rev. Coretha Loughridge, our Interim Regional Minister and President, and we will speak
more about this offering in the coming weeks.
Until then, I pray that you have a wonderful, safe, joyous Advent and Christmas Season.
.

Letter from Our Regional Minister
November 16, 2016
Dear sisters and brothers of the Southwest Region,
As I write this letter to you, it seems that our world is in a time of darkness, and glimpses of
hope seem few and far between. We look for peace and see war; we look for love and see hate;
we look for acceptance and see bigotry; we look for safety and see danger; we look for unity and
see division.
But as we prepare to enter the season of Advent, we are challenged to look and find those
glimpses of hope: love, acceptance, safety, unity. And we are compelled by the Gospel to live out
those glimpses of hope, to be the hope that others are so desperately looking for. And there are so
many times and so many ways that I see in our Region that very thing happening, that help us to
keep believing and depend on an ever-deepening hope in such desperate times. In this season,
we lift up those reasons for hope!
The 2016 Christmas Offering theme is “Believe Again: A Deeper Hope.” I cannot image a
more appropriate theme for this year, both in the life of our world and in the life of our Region. We
have been in a time of transition for three years, and sometime in the new year there will be new
Regional Leadership selected and in place. What a wonderful time to be filled with deep and everlasting hope, and for us to believe again that we truly do have good news to share with all. A new
beginning, a new way of looking at and being church, new leadership with fresh eyes to lead us
into an uncertain, but hope-filled, future!
One hundred percent of the contributions you give to this year’s Christmas Offering come
back to the Christian Church in the Southwest; and this year more than ever we need your generous and prayerful assistance as we prepare ourselves for a new future! The offering is received
on December 11th and 18th; this is your opportunity to truly make a difference in the ministry of
the CCSW!
May the peace of the Christ Child be yours,

Rev. Coretha Loughridge
Interim Regional Minister & President

GENERAL CHECKING ACCOUNT
September 30, 2016 Balance
$38,688.06
Oct 2016 Deposits
General Fund
$7,606.63
Designated
$1,382.49
$8,999.12
Oct 2016 Disbursements
Budgeted/General Fund
($9,187.34)
Other Fund/Pass-Through
($1,805.69)
($10,972.94)
$36,714.24
October 31, 2016 Balance

A Note from our Moderator

PRC Meeting
The next Pastoral Relations Committee meeting

Congregation Meeting.......... will be Tuesday December 6th at 6:00pm.

Our Church will hold our annual
meeting on December 4th.
Normally we only elect next
years officers and approve the
budget for the up coming year,
but at this meeting we will considering a couple
of miner changes in our bylaws as well. I hope
that every one will make an extra effort to be
there as each and every single members voice
and vote is important in the life of our Church.
I
I would like for each of us to give a big thanks
and a pat on the back to all who participate in
education
department
here
at
FCC.
Our Sunday school teachers not only lead there
respective classes, but they spend much more
time thru the week preparing for their class.
Members interested in further learning always
look to their teachers with tuff questions and
always have great feedback. If you have been
thinking joining one of the Sunday morning
classes don't hesitate, come on in any of the
classes. I promise it will be an enjoyable and
blessed time. Lets not forget to thank Brenda
who takes care of the education committee
tirelessly. Another opportunity to worship is on
Wednesday mornings as Ernie holds a Bible
study every week for the last 27 some odd years.
Thank you Mr. Ernie Speikermann for your
service to our Church and God.
However you choose to worship or whichever
class you might attend you will be blessed and
you being there will bless the others.
I want to give thanks to everyone that supported
me during my 2 years as Moderator, boy has it
ever been a learning experience . It was a great
honor to serve this fine group of People we call
OUR CHURCH. I will be taking a year off of
serving as an officer as in tradition here at FCC .
I hope to have more time to visit with each one of
you during the year. It's great to serve our Lord
together .
Grover

2016 Committee members:
*Ronda Hostetter
Susan Clark
Brenda Williams

Ron Petrick
Charolette Collie
Jim Nance

In November the FCC Burnet Disciples Men prepared a meal for the
churches Fall Festival and
had a traditional Thanksgiving Meal for Monday’s
Kitchen. We also plan on
being very active during
this Holiday Season . Many men assisted in the decoration of the church
for Lent and Christmas seasons. Our
next Breakfast will be on December
17 when new officers will be elect-

A Note from the Property Chair
Some work has been done to the major roof leak area. Itr was tested with a
water hose, but
we are waiting
for a good rain
to test the repair. The Board
would like to thank Richard, Grover,
Greg and Jerry for there expertise and
dedication to this issue.







Each Sunday in Advent we will SING the Lord’s Prayer.
Advent Sunday Nov. 27. The two large wreaths will be brought into the Sanctuary to begin
the Worship Service.
Advent Devotionals are available for pick-up if you have not done so.
Christmas Eve Service will be a candle light service on Saturday December 24, at 6:00
PM
Christmas Day Service- Sunday December 25 - BJ will be cooking breakfast to begin serving at
9:30 AM and Worship Service to be begin at 10:45. There will no Sunday School. The service will
short with Christmas Hymns sung
Choir Notes: We're looking forward to singing all
our favorite Christmas songs. Please tell us
.
what your favorite is so we can include it. We're
praying that our messages in song will be a
blessing. Please know that your smiles are a
blessing to us. And don't forget, we have openings for more singers.

A Moment About Giving
What an abundance
of gifts we have to
offer: musical talent,
the melody of
laughter, the use of
our hands in cooking
and repairs, the use
of our minds in
problem solving,
curiosity,
compassion,
patience, urgency,
spiritual reservoirs, financial resources,
obedience, and our courage to act.
All these gifts, and others which bear
our personal marks, are symbolized in our gifts
and offerings for the work of the church. Let us
continually commit ourselves in service as we
worship God with our offerings each week.

MONDAY’S KITCHEN
SCHEDULE OF WORKERS
December 2016
December 5, 2016
Set Up:
Liz Smith
Cook:
Michele Darling
Bake:
Michele Darling
Serve: 1)
Contessa Huffman
2)
Karol Shepherd
3)
Linda Guess
Clean-Up:
Lisa Nance, Michele Darling
December 12, 2016
Set Up:
Celeste Bruton
Cook:
Susan & Bennie Clark
Bake:
Celesle Bruton
Serve: 1)
Celeste Bruton
2)
Linda Guess
3)
Maedel Hearn
Clean-Up:
Susan & Bennie Clark
December 19, 2016
Disciples Men
December 26, 2016
No Kitchen (Monday after Christmas)

OUTREACH MINISTRY REPORT
From October 31st through November 21st, Monday’s Kitchen served 192
meals and donations of $142.22 were received.
Thanks to all of you who helped with the Angel Tree. 25 children will be provided gifts for the
holidays due to your generosity. We should all be grateful for the members if the Burnet
County Child Welfare Board who donate their time to help children in need.
We have another opportunity to participate in Elves for the Elderly. It is a program
sponsored through Burnet County Meals on Wheels. See flyer. All gifts are due by Friday,
December 11, 2016. A “wrapping party” will help o Sunday, December 13th at 6:00 at the
First Methodist Church at 6:00 pm.
Items
listed below are gift suggestions, but feel free to donate other gifts.
Night Lights

Robes

Heating pads

Towels

Non-skid socks/slippers

Scarf/hat/gloves

Hand & Body lotion

Large Print books or puzzles

Blankets

Candy/chocolates
Cookies (packaged)

We tend to be short on MEN’s items – after shave, socks and tee shirts are always welcome.

Information regarding our Christmas offering will be enclosed in your bulletin.
Many thanks for the blessings you provide others.
Ronda Hostetter,,Outreach Chair

Sunday December 4th we will have our annual Congregational Meeting with fthefollowing points of Business.


Elect Officers for 2017



Consider the Church Budget for 2017



Update By-Laws


Number of Elders



Number of Deacons



Leave Police



Minister Job Description

News from Disciples Women
You Are Invited
DISCIPLE WOMENS MINISTRIES
CHRISTMAS PARTY
Saturday, December 10, 2016
9:30 a.m.
First Christian Church, Burnet
Brunch will be served
(My treat)
Please bring an ornament to exchange.
Also come with a story about a special ornament or memory to share,
as we come together in fellowship with one another
“Normal day, let me aware of the treasure you are,
Let me not pass you by in quest of some rare and perfect tomorrow.”
Please R.S.V.P. to Brenda at 830-798-5163 or brendawwilliams@yahoo.com
History of Our Churches Crosses
With so much time on my hands and in need of a project, I decided to research the three crosses hanging in our church. The newly hung cross, in
the Narthex on the wall above the steps, was found in the attic. At first, I
couldn’t remember its history or its importance to the church. It is the oldest of the three crosses and originally hung on the wall in the first sanctuary of the church, @1950, and remained there after the room became our
fellowship hall. It was taken down during the most recent renovation, @
2005. There is a strong possibility that Joe Shell, father of Paul Shell, and some relationship to Bennie Clark, had something to do with building it.
The second cross presently hanging in the middle of the cross wall was made by Norman
Dees, @ 1975, for the second sanctuary. It hung above the entrance doors to the sanctuary on the wall across from the present-day office. At the end of the service, the congregation would turn to look at the cross and sing “Bless Be the Tie.” The cross was
moved to the Wall of Crosses after the most-recent renovation.
The third cross was built by Greg Williams for the new sanctuary, @2005. He used mesquite from his property to form the large, lighted cross. It is a beautiful addition to our
sanctuary.
Think of the changes these three crosses have seen over the past 76 years and the
many precious memories they hold….the many sermons and songs, the hugs from loved
ones no longer present and the continued hopes and dreams for our future.
Marilyn Petrick

Who is this ?

First Christian Church
204 East Graves St.
Burnet, Texas 78611
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Building Relationships; Growing Faith; Welcoming All in Jesus Christ

2016 Leadership Team
Trustees:
Auda Ross
Ron Petrick
Paula Harris
Elders:
Ernie Spiekermann
Ron Petrick
Grover Howell
*Bennie Clark
Susan Clark
Allen Rodgers
Brenda Williams

Jr. Deacons:
Alayna Engen
Cheyenne Steve

Deacons:
Yvonne Evans
Celeste Bruton
Jerry Hostetter
Ronda Hostetter
Karol Shepherd
Cricket Branon
Charolette Collie
*Linda Guess
Terry Matlock
Marilyn Petrick
James Engen
Jennifer Engen
George Smith
Liz Smith
Jim Nance

Moderator……………………..……..………..Grover Howell
Vice Moderator……..……………..…………….Ron Petrick
Secretary…………………………………………….Lana Orr
Treasurer………………………...……………..Bennie Clark
Historian………………….………………...…….Kay Snyder
Education………………….…...…………..Brenda Williams
Faith-Sharing……………….……………..……Paula Harris
Membership…………..………………………….Kay Snyder
Outreach……………..……………………..Ronda Hostetter
Property…………………….……….….........Jerry Hostetter
Worship…………………………..Susan Clark, Ron Petrick
Disciples Men Rep………..……………….……Ron Petrick
Disciples Women Rep……..………....…….Marilyn Petrick
Pastoral Relations Committee:
Ron Petrick
*Ronda Hostetter

Susan Clark
Brenda Williams
Charolette Collie
Jim Nance

* = chairpersons

