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Wow! It is hard to believe that we are entering November. It seems like only
yesterday we were in the throes of summer; but here we are, entering the “Holiday
Season.” November is a special month. We begin the month celebrating All Saints Day
by remembering the saints in our lives who have died; especially in the last year, but
also throughout our lives. We remember the impacts they had on us. We remember
our favorite quirks they had. We remember the stories they shared with us. We
remember the life we shared with them. And we give thanks to God for the time we
had together.
Then this year, we get to exercise our right as US citizens to go vote on Election
Day (November 8th) unless, like me, you voted early. This year, I am virtually certain
that no matter for whom you voted, and no matter who is elected in any race being
run, we will all celebrate the fact that this “Election Season” is over. Thanks be to God!
I think, again especially this year, it is important to remember that only three
days after Election Day, we celebrate Veterans Day; the day we set aside to remember
specifically all our Military Veterans past, present, and future, with thanksgiving for the
sacrifices each one of them made. And by remembering their sacrifices, we also
remember the sacrifices made by their families who spent months, or years, away
from their loved one while they served in a distant land, whether during peace time or
times of war.
Then we move headlong into Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas in what can
only be described as a whirlwind pace with expectations, and desires, to see those we
hold most dear. We give thanks to God for all the blessings we have received in our
lives and then prepare our hearts and minds once more to celebrate the birth of the
Christ Child.
I read a story recently about a man going into a fierce battle during a bloody
war. Just as this man, and his squad were about to enter the fiercest fighting they had
yet seen, he prayed, “Thank you, God, for that which we are about to receive.” I
cannot even imagine praying that prayer in that moment. I would expect something
more along the lines of “Protect us, O God!” but not “Thank you for that which we are
about to receive.” That is a prayer of thanksgiving for our blessings, isn’t it?
.

(continued on next page)

But if you think about it, when bad things happen in our lives, when we go through
periods which are difficult, painful, even devastating, we generally are not that
thankful to be going through them. And yet, after the fact, maybe even decades later,
we can look back at those difficult and devastating seasons in our lives with
thanksgiving because they are what tempered, molded, and shaped us into the
person we are today.

One TV show I enjoy watching on the History Channel is Forged in Fire, it is a
competition between 4 blacksmiths as they try to make the best knife they can. Just
like the blades these blacksmiths make, we don’t grow, we don’t improve, we don’t
become better human beings and better followers of Christ without being molded and
shaped. That takes heat. That takes being beat on. But it also takes being willing to
be molded and shaped so that we can, in the end, give thanks for that which we are
about to receive, positive or negative.
It is my prayer for each of us that during this “Holiday Season” we can
genuinely be thankful for the blessings and the trials we have received, those we are
currently receiving, and those we have yet to receive

Grace and Peace,

Thank You Notes
We recently received this “Thank You” note from CJ:
“Just want you to know how much your thoughtfulness is appreciated. Your cards,
calls, visits, and prayers were such a blessing to me. Thank you.” –Carol Jean “CJ”
Daniel
In September, we received this note from the Burnet County Child Welfare
Board:
“First Christian Church Members, Thank you so much for your recent donations of
$205.00. This will be used to provide back to school clothing for our Burnet County children in foster care. We appreciate your help.” –Jan Graves, Board Member

GENERAL CHECKING ACCOUNT
August 31, 2016 Balance
Sep 2016 Deposits
General Fund
Designated
Sep 2016 Disbursements
Budgeted/General Fund
Other Fund/Pass-Through
September 30, 2016 Balance

$38,031.23
$7,952.61
$1,160.00
($7,142.27)
($1,313.51)

$9,112.51
($8,455.78)
$38,688.06

A Note from our Moderator

Church’s Address Change

Effective Monday, August 1st,
First
Christian
will no longer
EXCITED
! ! ! ! receive mail atChurch
the Post Office.
I have many things within Instead, our physical address will
our church that make me become our mailing address.
excited but today I'm
Our new mailing address is:
going to share with you something
that makes me ecstatic !!!....... And
204 East Graves St.
that is the visits that Paula, Charlotte
Burnet, Texas 78611
and I have been on. I'm telling you
with each weekly visit we have a
different flavor of blessings as each
member we share our time with tells
us stories of their past and tall tales
October was another great
of FCC from years ago. In my
month for FCC Burnet Disthinking ,the best thing from all of
ciples Men. We prepared
the homes we visited is hearing how
much everyone loves this church just and served for Monday’s Kitchen with
as we do. Save all your great stories great success. The Disciples Men
for us when you get our call wanting
to visit and learn more about you . Prepare, served and cleaned up the
My thanks to each and every one of meal for the Fall Festival. We also
you for your service to our church plan on being very active during this
and God. Grover
Holiday Season by serving Thanksgiving Dinner at Monday’s Kitchen on
Welcome New Member
November 21, 2016

Linda Westerfield

PRC Meeting
The next Pastoral Relations Committee meeting
will be Tuesday December 6th at 6:00pm.
2016 Committee members:
*Ronda Hostetter
Susan Clark
Brenda Williams

Ron Petrick
Charolette Collie
Jim Nance

A Note from the Property Chair
We are talking
with
outside
consultants to
prepare a specification document to repair
the roof correctly. After that is completed then the
document will go out to bid so that we
can select the correct company for the
repair.
Jerry Hostetter, Chairman

Advent Begins Sunday November 27—Below are activities leading up to the Advent
Season
Advent Devotionals – On October 23 devotional scriptures were available for the
congregation to pick up. We ask tht you write in your own words what the scripture
means to you. Devotionals are due back to the church office by November 6th. You
can email the devotional or hand write. The booklet will be available on Sunday
November 27th.
Each Sunday in Advent we will SING the Lord’s Prayer
Church Decorations – The committee has planned to host a Chili cookoff for lunch on
Sunday, November 20th with decorating the church afterwards. So if you have that old
chili recipe that you think can stand up to the competition, come join us as have some
fun and decorate the church for the Christmas Season.

MONDAY’S KITCHEN
SCHEDULE OF WORKERS
November 2016
November 7, 2016
Set Up:
Liz Smith
Cook:
Michele Darling
A Moment About Giving
Bake:
Michele Darling
Serve: 1)
Contessa Huffman
2)
Karol Shepherd
I read a story recently that went like this:
3)
Linda Guess
There was a knock on the door of the hut
Clean-Up:
Lisa Nance,Michele Darling
occupied by a missionary in Africa. Answering,
the missionary found one of the native boys
holding a large fish in his hands. The boy said, November 14, 2016
Set Up:
Celeste Bruton
“Reverend, you taught us what tithing is, so
Cook:
Susan & Bennie Clark
here—I’ve brought you my tithe.” As the
missionary gratefully took the fish, he
Bake:
Celesle Bruton
questioned the young lad. “If this is your tithe,
Serve: 1)
Celeste Bruton
where are the other nine fish?” At this, the boy
2)
Linda Guess
beamed and said, “Oh, they’re still back in the
3)
Maedel Hearn
river. I’m going back to catch them now.”

Clean-Up:

Susan & Bennie Clark

It is my prayer that we each live out the
faith to give back to God our first fruits, rather November 21, 2016
than our leftovers. Amen.
Disciples Men

November 28, 2016
No Kitchen (Monday after Thanksgiving)

OUTREACH MINISTRY REPORT
From October 3rd through October 24th, Monday’s Kitchen served 199 meals
and donations of $137.86 were received.

Respite Lunch Project
We have had several women participating in the Respite Lunch outreach project in 2016
and would like to see if we have others who would like to be involved in this meaningful
project for 2017.

The Respite Group meets at the Methodist Church each Tuesday. This volunteer group
cares for those suffering with dementia or Alzheimers while giving their caregivers time
away (respite). It is a very worthy project and our church has been asked to provide a
lunch for the volunteers and those they are caring for on the first Tuesday of every
other month - church, that's only six times a year!
We split into two teams for 2016 which makes this a three time per year commitment.
We prepare for 20 people and lunches have ranged from soups and salads to frozen
lasagna. Each team splits the menu and delivers at our convenience to the Methodist
Church on our assigned Tuesday. The volunteers are there early and they ask that food
be delivered between 7:30 and 11:30.
Would you like to be involved in this project? Do you like to cook, bake or even buy
food?! This is quite honestly the most simple outreach project that I've ever been
involved in.....but so needed. Please contact Lana Orr or Michele Darling before the end
of the year if you are interested. We would love for you to join our team!

Community Thanksgiving Luncheon Desserts
The annual community Thanksgiving Luncheon is quickly approaching! Paula Harris has
been contacted about our church helping with the luncheon by providing desserts and
she will have more details soon. Mark your calendar - desserts can be delivered to our
church on Wednesday, November 23 or call Paula at 512 755-0599 directly and she will
pick them up. What an opportunity to access our blessings and to give back to the
community!

Angel Tree
We will be doing our Angel Tree again this year for the Burnet County Child Welfare
Board like we have done in past years. This is a ministry where we pick a child and
spend $50-$100 in Christmas presents that the child has requested. Be looking for
more information to come in the next couple weeks!

News from Disciples Women
Charolette Collie and Sharon Tippie joined me at this year's DWM Retreat in Gonzales. Even with a "longer trip" than expected and the need
to leave early, they both admitted that it had been a great weekend. The
camp is in pristine condition this year and we were greeted by 18
"Disciple Oaks Ducks" making travel between the buildings a little precarious. They rushed to greet us each time we went outside. The
weather was glorious!
Our theme was "Changes" based on Ecclesiastes 3:1. For the first time
ever, we had 2 men at retreat. Reverend Michael Passmore, Central Christian, San Antonio, spoke
to us about the many changes that are facing the churches in our denomination and beyond. We
were blessed with Jimmy Horowitz, Round Rock Christian musician, as our musician. The Camp
keyboard will never be the same again.
Several years ago the BBA DWM opened an Endowment Fund for Disciples Women. Since
then one woman has been nominated each year to receive a named contribution to this fund in her
honor. At this year's retreat I was honored to be the recipient, leaving me surprisingly speechless.
It was a blessing to be with the women in the Bluebonnet Area.
Marilyn
STILL Your Hill Country Cluster Consultant
The Buttons and Bows Bazaar in Kerrville is the second weekend in November. If you are
interested in a day trip, I am sure someone will be going on Friday, Nov. 11. Check with me if interested.

Our Christmas Party will be December 10. Brenda Williams is in charge. Details will be forthcoming!

Fall Festival 2016 and other Church Activities. See website
for more photos
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Building Relationships; Growing Faith; Welcoming All in Jesus Christ

2016 Leadership Team
Trustees:
Auda Ross
Ron Petrick
Paula Harris
Elders:
Ernie Spiekermann
Ron Petrick
Grover Howell
*Bennie Clark
Susan Clark
Allen Rodgers
Brenda Williams

Jr. Deacons:
Alayna Engen
Cheyenne Steve

Deacons:
Yvonne Evans
Celeste Bruton
Jerry Hostetter
Ronda Hostetter
Karol Shepherd
Cricket Branon
Charolette Collie
*Linda Guess
Terry Matlock
Marilyn Petrick
James Engen
Jennifer Engen
George Smith
Liz Smith
Jim Nance

Moderator……………………..……..………..Grover Howell
Vice Moderator……..……………..…………….Ron Petrick
Secretary…………………………………………….Lana Orr
Treasurer………………………...……………..Bennie Clark
Historian………………….………………...…….Kay Snyder
Education………………….…...…………..Brenda Williams
Faith-Sharing……………….……………..……Paula Harris
Membership…………..………………………….Kay Snyder
Outreach……………..……………………..Ronda Hostetter
Property…………………….……….….........Jerry Hostetter
Worship…………………………..Susan Clark, Ron Petrick
Disciples Men Rep………..……………….……Ron Petrick
Disciples Women Rep……..………....…….Marilyn Petrick
Pastoral Relations Committee:
Ron Petrick
*Ronda Hostetter

Susan Clark
Brenda Williams
Charolette Collie
Jim Nance

* = chairpersons

