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As I sat down to write this article, the last of 2016, I planned to wish everyone a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year. I also planned to lift up my prayer for all of those traveling over
the next few weeks to see family and friends whose presence is all to scarce. Finally, it was my
intent to lift up those unable to spend this time with their loved ones for all kinds of reasons; maybe
physical distance separates them, maybe it is emotional distance, maybe there was a loss of life, or
even illnesses—regardless, you are in my prayers as well.
Like I said, that was my intent. And I do hope each of you have a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. I do pray for traveling mercies and a safe journey. I do lift up those for whom
there will be an empty chair this Christmas.
And yet, as I sit here, there is more to uplift. I am forever being amazed at the faith in our
congregation. We by no means agree on every subject (religious or otherwise) but, to paraphrase
Alexander Campbell, we all believe that Jesus of Nazareth is God’s Chosen and our Savior, we
each repent of our sins, and work to obey Christ in every way to the best of our understanding and
ability. That’s all anyone can ask.
During our Congregational Meeting on December 4th, we decided to leap out in faith to finally
repair our leaking roof, no matter the cost. We know this will be equivalent to a large proportion of
our normal annual budget, but we said, “Let’s fix it.” In the coming weeks, we will hopefully begin
finding out exactly how much it will cost, and yet the faithful giving has already begun.
seek to envision what ministry will look like in the future. We have included in this newsletter
a letter written by Rev. Coretha Loughridge, our Interim Regional Minister and President, and we
will speak more about this offering in the coming weeks.
Until then, I pray that you have a wonderful, safe, joyous Advent and Christmas Season.
. One of my favorite stories in the gospels is when Jesus feeds the multitudes. It is a story
found in all four gospels, and Mark even has two different stories of Jesus feeding thousands of
people. I like to think the miracle of finding that much food was actually the opening of people’s
hearts to share what little they had with each other so that everyone ended up having enough—and
even leftovers.

It will take this kind of miracle to make our roof repair possible, but it is a miracle that I have
absolutely zero doubt will come to fruition. We are a faithful people—both people with faith, and
(continued on next page)

people full of faith—and where most of us might not be able to fund the roof repair alone, together,
we can prayerfully make this happen.
Maybe this is coming at a perfect time as we end one year and begin the next. It is a generous time
of year. It is also a time when we make “resolutions” for next year. I would challenge each of us, not
to make a resolution, but to prayerfully commit to giving over and above our normal giving so that
when the time comes, we can pay for the needed repairs with cash on hand. What do ya say?
Oh, and by the way, I do hope everyone has a blessed, and safe Christmas!
Grace and Peace,

Board Planning Meeting
January 7, 2017
8:30 to 9:00—Breakfast
9:15 to 10:00— Bible Study
10:00 to 12:00
 Introduction
 Committee Functions
 Elders and Deacons
 Ministries Discussed
 Schedule of Events
 Sending Off

A Note from our Moderator
Welcome to 2017
As I get older, the years
seem to just fly by faster
than ever. It seems like it
was just yesterday that
Marilyn and I moved to Burnet; I can’t
believe it has been 19 years. All that
aside, I am looking forward being the
church’s moderator, as we plan
together this year. I want to thank each
person who said “YES” when asked to
be an officer, committee chair, Elder,
Deacon, Trustee, PRC member or
committee member. The first thing we
need to do is schedule a meeting to get
to know all our Board members. We will
discuss the ministries of the church and
each member’s part in creating a
successful church membership and
ministry. Attached is the agenda for
this meeting.
We have many
challenges to face this year. This
planning meeting will help us identify
those challenges and decide how we
plan to meet them head-on. My goal is
to encourage all our members to
participate in the ministries and
activities of the church, from worship to
pot lucks. To be successful we must
show others that we care about the
church by participating in the activities.
We will begin that process. This year
our priority will be on small group
studies
and
fellowship.
We
will
encourage each care group headed by
the Elders to get together each quarter
to meet this goal. The Elders will be
meeting two times a month to help with
care group needs.
So, shake off the cob webs and let’s
get going! Let’s have a most
exciting year.
Ron

PRC Meeting
The next Pastoral Relations Committee has
not been scheduled
2017 Committee Members:
Susan Clark
Charolette Collie
Brenda Williams
Jim Nance
Michele Darling
Sharon Tippie

Disciples Men Fellowship
In December the FCC Burnet Disciples Men prepared a
Christmas meal with ham
and sweet potatoes, etc.
At our December Breakfast meeting, Ron Petrick
was elected as DMF representative
and we voted to continue with the
Monday’s Kitchen. We had a small
group discussion about how Christmas means to each man.

A Note from the Property Chair

Some work has been done to the major roof leak area. It was tested with a
water hose, but we are waiting for a
good rain to
test the repair.
The
Board
would like to
thank Richard,
Grover,
Greg
and Jerry for their expertise and dedication to this issue. We will be getting
a quote in January for the repairs. Estimates from $30,000 to $50,000
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. OUTREACH MINISTRY REPORT

Our congregation was very generous this last Christmas Season by members
helping with Child Welfare Board Angels and the Elves for the Elderly.
Ronda

GENERAL CHECKING ACCOUNT
Oct 31, 2016 Balance
Nov 2016 Deposits
General Fund
Designated
Nov 2016 Disbursements
Budgeted/General Fund
Other Fund/Pass-Through
November 30, 2016 Balance

A
Moment
About
Giving
The African boy
listened carefully as
the teacher
explained why it is
that Christians give
presents to each other on Christmas Day. “The
gift is an expression of our joy over the birth of
Jesus and our friendship for each other,” she said.
When Christmas Day came, the boy
brought the teacher a sea shell of lustrous beauty.
“Where did you ever find such a beautiful shell?”
the teacher asked.
The youth told her that there was only one
spot where such extraordinary shells could be
found—a certain bay several miles away.
“Why…why, it’s gorgeous,” said the
teacher. “But you shouldn’t have gone all that way
to get a gift for me.”
His eyes brightening, the boy answered,
“Long walk part of gift.”
from “Illustrations Unlimited” page 233-234

$36,714.24
$7,400.60
$1427.58
($8,334.35)
($1,306.64)

$8,828.18
($9,640.99)
$35,901.43

MONDAY’S KITCHEN
SCHEDULE OF WORKERS
January 2017
1/2/17 No Kitchen
1/9/17 Set up:

Sharon Childers

Cook:

Lisa Nance

Bake:

Sharon Childers

Serve:

Sharon Childers, Linda Guess,
Maedel Hearn, Karol Shepherd

Clean-Up: Lisa Nance
1/16/17

Disciple’s Men

1/23/17

EpiCenter

1/30/17 Set up:

Sharon Childers

Cook: Sharon Childers

Bake:

Lutheran Volunteers

Serve: Maedel Hearn, Karol Shepherd,
Linda Guess
Clean-Up: Lisa Nance

News from Disciples Women
Disciples Women ended 2016 with a great party hosted by Brenda
Williams. In the weeks ahead, look on the DWM bulletin board and
sign up to host a meeting in 2017. We will schedule the meeting
every three months, unless someone wants to do one earlier. So
the next meeting needing a host will be the March meeting. We
can hold them at church, a restaurant or in your home. There can
be a program or just be fellowship. It is your decision. Let's have
some fun this year!

History of Our Churches Crosses
With so much time on my hands and in need of a project, I decided to research the three
crosses hanging in our church. The newly hung cross, in the Narthex on the wall above
the steps, was found in the attic. At first, I couldn’t remember its history or its importance
to the church. It is the oldest of the three crosses and originally hung on the wall in the
first sanctuary of the church, @1950, and remained there after the room became our fellowship hall. It was taken down during the most recent renovation, @ 2005. There is a
strong possibility that Joe Shell, father of Paul Shell, and some relationship to Bennie
Clark, had something to do with building it.
The second cross presently hanging in the middle of the cross wall was
made by Norman Dees, @ 1975, for the second sanctuary. It hung
above the entrance doors to the sanctuary on the wall across from the
present-day office. At the end of the service, the congregation would turn
to look at the cross and sing “Bless Be the Tie.” The cross was moved to
the Wall of Crosses after the most-recent renovation.
The third cross was built by Greg Williams for the new sanctuary, @2005.
He used mesquite from his property to form the large, lighted cross. It is a
beautiful addition to our sanctuary.
Think of the changes these three crosses have seen over the past 76 years and the
many precious memories they hold….the many sermons and songs, the hugs from loved
ones no longer present and the continued hopes and dreams for our future.
Marilyn Petrick
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2017 Leadership Team
Trustees:
Jim Nance
Grover Howell
Paula Harris
Elders:
Michele Darling
Paula Harris
Hank Holt
Bennie Clark
Susan Clark
Allen Rodgers
*Brenda Williams

Jr. Deacons:
Isabella Dunegan
Alayna Engen
Cheyenne Steve

Moderator……………………..……..……….....Ron Petrick
Deacons:
Vice Moderator……..……………..……,,.Brenda Williams
Ronnie Daniel
Secretary…………………………………………...Lana Orr
Sharon Tippie
Treasurer………………………...……………..Bennie
Linda Westerfield Clark
Cricket Branon
Historian………………………………….Alicia BlankenCharolette Collie
ship
Education………………….…...
Linda Guess
…………..Brenda Williams
Terry Matlock
Faith-Sharing……………….…….…..……Michele Darling
Marilyn Petrick
Membership…………..………………………….Lisa
JamesEngen
Nance
Jennifer Engen
Outreach……………..……………………..Ronda HostetGeorge Smith
ter
*Liz Smith
Property…………………….……….….........Jerry HostetJim Nance
ter
Worship…………………………………...…..Sharon Tippie
Disciples Men Rep………..……………….……Ron
Petrick
Disciples Women Rep……..………....…….Marilyn
Petrick
* = chairpersons

