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At the January Board Meeting, I reported that I had applied to go on a Week of Compassion
trip to Indonesia in August. As I sit down to write this article, with Ron dutifully hounding me to get
my stuff in so he can finish the newsletter, I want to share some exciting news I received this week.
I was informed on Tuesday that I had been selected to be among the six young clergy and six
seminarians for this trip the first two weeks of August.
The trip is part of Week of Compassion’s Global Sustainable Development Partnership
Experience Program. As at least some of you know, when we give funds to Week of Compassion,
they mostly do not then go to the crisis with teams of outsiders but rather they provide funds for
those already in the community who know better what is needed at the time. To do this, Week of
Compassion builds relationships with individuals, businesses, government, religious, and charitable
organizations all over the world on an ongoing basis with the intent that when tragedy strikes they
have built relationships with people and know who they can and cannot trust to do the most good
with the funds given them. This trip is part of that relationship building.
The folks at Week of Compassion can probably word it better than I can. Here are a couple
of paragraphs from them regarding what this trip is about:
What does it mean for the Church to responsibly participate in realizing the realm of
God? Through Week of Compassion, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is
seeking the way. Week of Compassion develops global relationships with partners
around the world to serve people in need. To strengthen these relationships, Week of
Compassion invites seminarians and new clergy (in their first five years of ministry) to
Indonesia to experience the justice work of our partners.
From August 1-14, 2017 (subject to change) participants will meet persons engaged
in God’s work of compassion. In the country with the highest population of Muslims in
the world, Indonesia, they will discuss interreligious relations; and in accordance with
the Disciples’ commitment to be an anti-racist and pro-reconciling church, they will
reflect on the history of Christian imperialism.
Thanks to a generous grant, this once in a lifetime opportunity has been made affordable. Part of
the process and responsibility of having this opportunity is that I will then be expected to share my
experience and what I have learned in various ways. I know I will be sharing my experience with
you, with my cohort of Bethany Fellows, and I am sure with the area and region as well. I am
already excited and just have one question, is it August yet?

A Note from our Moderator
I want to start by stating
how great it is to see the
care groups organizing
and beginning to
function, with the
guidance of the Elders of the church.
Great things are happening. I
felt that the planning meeting gave
all of us guidance for the new year.
Below is a prayer used at the
planning meeting that is appropriate
now as then.

PRC Meeting
The next Pastoral Relations Committee has
been scheduled for January 31, 2017 at 6:30.
2017 Committee Members:
Susan Clark
Charolette Collie
Brenda Williams
Jim Nance
Michele Darling
Sharon Tippie

Prayer of a Reluctant Leader
Joe Seremane

You asked for my hands that you
might use them for your purpose, I
gave them for a moment, then
withdrew them for the work was
hard.
You asked for my life that you might
work through me. I gave a small part
that I might not get too involved.
Lord, forgive my calculated efforts
to serve you only when it is
convenient for me to do so, only in
those places where it is safe to do so,
and only in those who make it easy to
do so.
Lord, forgive me, renew me, heal
me, nurture me, empower me, send
me out as an instrument of your
peace that I might take seriously the
meaning of servant-leadership.

Thank You FCC Burnet

A Note from the Property Chair
There is an appointment
scheduled with
the consultant,
Jose Arroyo,
this week. We
will be looking
at the roof and
discussing the matter. After he has
made recommendations, we will
seek bids to have the roof repaired.
Jerry Hostetter
Property Chairman

.

OUTREACH MINISTRY REPORT
Mondays Kitchen

Between January

9th

and January 23rd, Monday’s Kitchen served 116 meals and collected
$43.00

This month I am researching ways to reach out to non-profits in our
community. Since we will not be hosting a spaghetti luncheon, I hope to find
other avenues for us to help those in our community. We will continue to help
LaCare, Meals on Wheels and the Child Welfare Board. In addition, I am speaking
with the Executive Directors of the Hill Country Children’s Advocacy Center, the
Crisis Center and the Boys and Girls Club. We will continue to provide six (6)
offerings throughout the year, beginning with Week of Compassion. Please
remember to bring soup for LaCare for the Souper Bowl on Feb. 5th.
Ronda Hostetter
Outreach Chairman

A Moment
About
Giving
Stewardship is
closely
connected with
giving. It may not
always be money
that is given.
When Peter and
John were in the temple after the day of
Pentecost, in Acts chapter 3, they were
approached by a beggar. “But Peter
said, ‘I have no silver or gold, but what I
have I give you…’” Peter then used the
gift of healing that God had given him,
and the beggar was healed.
As you are asked to give each
week, be creative and ask yourself,
“What gifts has God given me that I
might give?” Stewardship asks for us to
take careful inventory of the assets of
our lives—the gifts, talents, and abilities
we have, of the time that we are
entrusted with—and then say, “What I
have I give to God and to the people of
God.” Thanks be to God!

MONDAY’S KITCHEN
SCHEDULE OF WORKERS
FEBRUARY 2017

2/6/17

Set up:
Cook:
Bake:
Serve:
Clean-Up:

2/13/17

Set up:
Cook:
Bake:
Serve:
Clean-Up:

2/20/17

Disciple’s Men

2/27/17

EpiCenter

Liz Smith/Linda Guess
Susan Clark/Bennie
Clark
Susan Clark
Karol Shepherd, Linda
Guess, Liz Smith
Susan Clark/Bennie
Clark
Sharon Childers
Lisa Nance
Sharon Childers
Sharon Childers, Maedel
Hearn, Karol Shepherd
Lisa Nance

GENERAL CHECKING ACCOUNT

Nov 30, 2016 Balance
Dec 2016 Deposits
General Fund
Designated
Dec 2016 Disbursements
Budgeted/General Fund
Other Fund/Pass-Through
December 31, 2016 Balance

$35,901.43
$8251.69
$6954.70

($7797.45)
($2180.38)

$15,206.39
$8977.83
$41,129.99

Faith-Sharing
Part of the responsibility of Faith Sharing is getting the name of First Christian Church out to
others in our community. Church brochures, newspaper and radio information have been updated
or are in the process of being updated. A table has been set up in the Fellowship Hall that has the
brochure and monthly calendar available for those who use our facility.
We have had several visitors in the last month and, as is the nature of our church, they were
made welcome by many (if not all) of the congregation. Thank you!
Lisa, who is chairing membership this year, and I are planning a Valentine’s Day celebration
that will honor new members of 2016 as well as be an initial all-church celebration of the new year.
Please see the invitation in this newsletter for specific details. Plan on coming – we are going to
have fun!
If you would like to serve on the Faith-Sharing committee with me, please let me know. Also,
feel free to give me a nudge and a reminder if publicity is needed for anything going on in the life of
the church.

Blessed to serve with each of you,
Michele Darling

Membership
The Membership Committee will be working with the Faith Sharing committee to start off the
year with an all Church Valentine Party on February 14 in the Fellowship Hall at 6:00 P.M honoring
our new members and celebrating God’s love for us all. More details to come, but please Save
The Date!
The membership committee would like to encourage the Care Groups to meet regularly to
get to know each other and stay connected.
There is a dry erase “message” board next to the phone in the Fellowship Hall. If you are
using the kitchen and notice that we need something, please write it on the board. Extras of the
kitchen supplies are in the Janitor’s closet on the shelves. Additional cups are upstairs in the attic.
If you need extra, let me know and I’ll get them down for you.
Thank you to Paula Harris for her input and help. We’ll try to keep the kitchen stocked and
ready for your meetings and events!
Lisa Nance

News from Disciples Women

SAVE THE DATE!
The next Disciple Women's meeting will be Saturday, 9:00 AM, on March 11.
Details to follow.
See you there!

Disciples Men
At the January meeting of FCC Burnet Disciples Men
we started a discussions about hosting a Luncheon
meal on Saturday, March 4th. The main course will be
Trout. Our chef has been practicing and feels that he is
ready to prepare a meal for the whole church. All members of FCC will be invited and you will hear more about
it in mid February. But save this date for a time of fun and a time to get to
know men of the church. The BBA Men’s Retreat is scheduled for February
17-18 at Gonzales. Applications are in the Information center. Below is information:

Turn Around… They are Behind You.
Could this be the answer to “where are all the younger men in the Disciple Men’s Ministry"? Is it possible that Disciple Men have been so focused on traditional ministry that we
have failed to adapt to the needs of 21st century men? Gather with us for the 2017 BBA/

CPA Men’s Retreat on February 17 – 18 at the Disciple Oaks Conference Center in Gonzales to participate in a discussion of this important topic. The 2017 event includes:
• Speaker: Rev. Bruce Frogge, Cypress Creek Christian Church
• Music: Rev. Michael Townsend and The Woodlands Trail Boys
• Hospitality Rev. Scott Miller and the entire staff of Disciple Oaks

We are looking forward to the new year. There will be some changes, a little
tweeking here and there. We will be changing the communion service for
February using only one Elder at the communion table. The Elders will be
working out the details.
Our goal is to serve with GOD's help to provide music- candle lighters- children's moments- nursery workers and a Worshipful Church service for our
growth in Faith and Service.
If you have any suggestions, please contact on one of the committee members. They are Sharon (chair) - Susie - Susan - Yvonne - Marilyn.
Serving GOD with a Worshipful Heart,
Sharon

Worship Committee Hard at Work

Disciples
Men
preparing,
serving, and cleaning
up at Monday’s
Kitchen each 3rd
Monday.

Who is this ?

First Christian Church
204 East Graves St.
Burnet, Texas 78611
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Building Relationships; Growing Faith; Welcoming All in Jesus Christ

2017 Leadership Team
Trustees:
Jim Nance
Grover Howell
Paula Harris
Elders:
Michele Darling
Paula Harris
Hank Holt
Bennie Clark
Susan Clark
Allen Rodgers
*Brenda Williams

Deacons:
Ronnie Daniel
Sharon Tippie
Linda Westerfield
Cricket Branon
Charolette Collie
Linda Guess
Terry Matlock
Marilyn Petrick
JamesEngen
Jennifer Engen
George Smith
*Liz Smith
Jim Nance

Moderator…………………….. ..… …….....Ron Petrick
Vice Moderator……..…………… ..…,.Brenda Williams
Secretary………………………….……………...Lana Orr
Treasurer……………………..……………..Bennie Clark
Historian……………………………….Alicia Blankenship
Education………………….…...………..Brenda Williams
Faith-Sharing……………….… …..……Michele Darling
Membership…………..……………………….Lisa Nance
Outreach……………..…………………..Ronda Hostetter
Property…………………….…….….........Jerry Hostetter
Worship………………………………...…..Sharon Tippie
Disciples Men Rep………..…………….……Ron Petrick
Disciples Women Rep……..……....…….Marilyn Petrick
Pastoral Relations Committee:

Jr. Deacons:
Isabella Dunegan
Alayna Engen
Cheyenne Steve

Michele Darling
Sharon Tippie

Susan Clark
Charolette Collie

Brenda Williams
Jim Nance

* = chairpersons

