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As I write this, I am sitting in the Fellowship Hall at University Christian Church
in Fort Worth waiting for the first lecture of Minister’s Week. This is a week I covet in
my yearly schedule for many reasons. I was asked last week what Minister’s Week is
and I answered the question by saying it is a mix of a series of lectures and workshops
to make me a better minister, nightly worship services where we hear a phenomenal
preacher, and the reconnecting of friends, former classmates, and colleagues we might
not get to see on a regular basis.
The theme of this year’s Minister’s Week is “Re-envisioning Spirituality,
Community, and Faithful Living.” In summation, this year’s Minister’s Week is all about
how we, as the Church and as Christians in general, relate to the universe around us.
One of the things I love most about this week each year is the treasure trove of new
ways of thinking about my calling as a minister, a Christian, and a human being. I
don't yet know what this year’s treasure will include, but I do know that I am already
adapting to things I am gaining while I am here.
On another front, with the beginning of March, we are also beginning the season
of Lent. This year, we will be trying something a little bit different in that we are going
to have one combined Sunday School Class which I will be teaching on John’s gospel. I
invite each of you to join us for this series!
I'll see y'all when I get home.
Grace and Peace,

A Note from our Moderator
Lent begins
Wednesday
March 1.
The Worship
Committee has planned an
Ash Wednesday Service at
6:00 PM. This service may
be unfamiliar to many of us,
so I thought that I would give just a little
history behind the service. Our church has
conducted an Ash Wednesday Service for
over many years and has become a very
moving and spiritual tradition.
Ash
Wednesday is a Christian holiday that is
not a biblical requirement (just like
Christmas and Easter, which are not
commanded in Scripture). Nevertheless, it
has been honored by Christians for well
over ten centuries, falling at the beginning
of Lent, a six-week season of preparation
for Easter. In the earliest centuries,
Christians had ashes sprinkled on their
bodies as a sign of repentance. the Palm
branches used during the last year’s Palm
Sunday be burned and used in the Service.
The Palm ashes will be placed on our
foreheads as a reminder of our mortality
and sinfulness. The person who marks the
ashes quotes something like what God
once said to Adam after he had sinned,
“You are dust, and to dust you shall
return” (Gen 3:19). This is the bad news of
our sinfulness that prepares us to receive
the good news of forgiveness in Christ.
My hope is that all will participle in this
moving service.
Ron

The Disciples Men will
be hosting a fish dinner for the congregation on March 4th at
noon. All are welcome
and the sign up sheet
is at the church. Our
church’s famous chef will be preparing
trout with rice, beans, salad and dessert. There will be singing and drawings for fishing—related gifts.
Two of our men attended the BBA/CPA
Men’s area retreat last weekend in
Gonzales, with approximately 65 men
from the two areas. The great keynote
titled Authentic, Intimacy and Awe. We
had great fellowship, music and there
was even some fishing in the lake by
the lodge. Feliberto Pereira was elected
Minister of the Year and Michael Anderson from Central Christian, SA as layman of the year.
The Disciples Men will NOT have a
Breakfast in March.

A Note from the Property Chair
Dear church family. I know all of you
have been waiting on details and pricing for replacement of are roof.
We have that information
now and need to
decide
which
way to proceed.
Wednesday
March 8th. we will be discussing this
matter at our board meeting. Please
attend.
Jerry Hostetter
Property Chairman

Attention
The Education Committee has
scheduled a Special Lenten Study
beginning Sunday, March 5, during
Sunday School, 9:30—10:30, through
Sunday April 8. The Study is from
John and will be taught by Rev. BJ
Tapley.
Please consider attending if you don’t
normally attend Sunday School

A Moment
About
Giving
“Time is your most
precious gift because
you only have a set
amount of it. You can
make more money,
but you can't make
more time. When you give someone your time,
you are giving them a portion of your life that
you'll never get back. Your time is your life. That
is why the greatest gift you can give someone is
your time.
It is not enough to just say relationships are
important; we must prove it by investing time in
them. Words alone are worthless. "My children,
our love should not be just words and talk; it
must be true love, which shows itself in action."
Relationships take time and effort, and the best
way to spell love is "T-I-M-E.”
― Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Life: What on Earth

MONDAY’S KITCHEN
SCHEDULE OF WORKERS
MARCH 2017

3/6/17

Set up:
Cook:

Liz Smith
Michele Darling

Bake:
Serve:

Michele Darling
Karol Shepherd, Linda
Guess, Liz Smith
Lisa Nance, Michele
Darling

Clean-Up:
3/13/17

Set up:
Cook:
Bake:
Serve:
Clean-Up:

3/20/17

Disciple’s Men

3/27/17

EpiCenter

Sharon Childers
Lisa Nance
Sharon Childers
Sharon Childers, Maedel
Hearn, Karol Shepherd
Lisa Nance

GENERAL CHECKING ACCOUNT

Dec 31, 2016 Balance
Jan 2017 Deposits
General Fund
Designated
Jan 2017 Disbursements
Budgeted/General Fund
Other Fund/Pass-Through
January 31, 2017 Balance

$41,129.99
$7,979.61
$11,747.13

($9,074.48)
($1,944.41)

$19726.74
$11,018.89
$49,837.84

Faith-Sharing
Thanks to all for helping make the Valentine's Day Celebration a fun event. Lisa and I appreciate all who attended, those who provided chauffeur service and
those who helped clean up afterwards. I especially enjoyed the game that we played and getting to know
everyone a little bit better. Great to be church together!
It's been exciting to see repeat visitors, congregational family now living in other towns and our winter Texan friends in worship with us. Please continue to welcome all in the name of Jesus Christ!
I'm still in the process of updating church information and am looking for
places for our name to be seen. Have any ideas? Let me know! And, remember to give me a nudge if happenings within the life of the church need publicity.
Blessed to serve with each of you,
Michele

Membership
A big thank you to all who attended the All Church
Valentine’s Party honoring our 2016 new members…..it was a great way to start out 2017 with
our church family at FCC.
Again, if you are in the kitchen and you see
we are getting low on any supplies, please write a
note on the message board next to the telephone on the wall.
We look forward to the Disciples’ Men’s Fish Fry in March!
Lisa Nance

Disciples Women
March 18, 2017

Let's meet for lunch at Tea Thyme in
Marble Falls on Saturday, March 18
at 11:30. If you need a ride, we can
meet at the church at about 11:00.
No cooking, no clean-up. If you
haven't eaten at Tea Thyme before,
you are in for a treat.

1

Sharon made a
special cake for
Souper Bowl Sunday, February 5.
Thank You Sharon for making a
Flat Football. LOL

A Note from the Elders

And now, a word to you who are elders in the churches. I, too, am an elder
and a witness to the sufferings of Christ. And I, too, will share his glory and
his honor when he returns. As a fellow
elder, this is my appeal to you: 2 Care
for the flock of God entrusted to you.
Watch over it willingly, not grudgingly—not for what you will get out of it,
but because you are eager to serve
God. 3Don’t lord it over the people assigned to your care, but lead them by
your good example. 4 And when the
head Shepherd comes, your reward
will be a never-ending share in his glory and honor. 1 Peter 5:1-4
Peter describes several characteristics of good leaders in the church: (1) They
realize they are caring for God’s flock, not their own; (2) they lead out of eagerness to serve, not out of obligation; (3) they are concerned for what they
can give, not for what they can get; (4) they lead by example, not force.
Seven elders were called to serve you; we are here for your needs and desires. Do you see something that needs improving? Something that needs to
be changed? Do you need help in your life? Sometimes we just need someone
to listen, to care. These are the things we are here for. Let us know how we
can help you with your journey with Christ.

Brenda, Elder Chair

OUTREACH MINISTRY REPORT
Mondays Kitchen

Between January 30th and February 20th , Monday’s Kitchen served 188 meals and
collected $101.72

During 2017 we are going to try a different approach to Outreach. We will continue our annual campaigns for Week of Compassion, Easter, Pentecost. Reconciliation, Thanksgiving and Easter. Also, we will continue our noisy offering. Funds will be provided to either LaCare, Monday’s Kitchen or one of our other designated programs.
There are many local organizations that can use our help. All non-profits are in need of money, but they also
need items. After speaking with representatives from the following organizations, they have identified other
ways that we can help them. Please see the attached list of non-profits and designated dates.
The Highland Lakes Crisis Center
The Child Welfare Board
The Hill Country Children’s Advocacy Center
Meals on Wheels
The Boys and Girls Club
LaCare
There will be an area designated in the foyer for each of these offerings. During the month of March we will
be collecting the following items for the Highland Lakes Crisis Center:
Shampoo
Twin Bed fitted sheets
Pillows & Blankets
Conditioner
Women’s Underwear/Bras/Socks Various Sizes
Bar of soap
Body Wash

Women’s T-shirts/stretch pants various sizes no smalls
Children’s underwear/Socks/sleeping items all sizes

Deodorant
Razor

Gift Cards for HEB, Walmart or Payless
Cleaning supplies including mops, brooms, bucket, cleansers
for families relocating
Flip Flops

Feminine products

Who
is this
We have been very blessed. Please remember
those
who ?need our help.

Why do we have a choir? Why do we even bother? Does it really add anything to the
service?
These are questions we ask, and I hope you do too. We're supposed to be able to
give an answer for the hope that lies within us. What is your hope? Have you
thought
about
your
answer
to
that
question.
One of the questions we get asked is why do we worship together? Is it really necessary? What will I gain from it that I can't get by myself out in nature?
Well, I don't know for sure what you'll get by yourself, but I know what you won't
get. You won't be encouraged by other believers trying to walk a similar path. You
won't get the chance to listen or hug or offer a word of love and hope to someone
else. You won't get to experience the "sacrifice of praise" that has been made by
many to offer a worship time together that helps us focus and lifts us, even briefly,
out of the trials of life. We pray that you'll join us as we sing and worship together.
Susie

All Church Valentine’s Day Celebration Photos
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Building Relationships; Growing Faith; Welcoming All in Jesus Christ

2017 Leadership Team
Trustees:
Jim Nance
Grover Howell
Paula Harris
Elders:
Michele Darling
Paula Harris
Hank Holt
Bennie Clark
Susan Clark
Allen Rodgers
*Brenda Williams

Deacons:
Ronnie Daniel
Sharon Tippie
Linda Westerfield
Cricket Branon
Charolette Collie
Linda Guess
Terry Matlock
Marilyn Petrick
JamesEngen
Jennifer Engen
George Smith
*Liz Smith
Jim Nance

Moderator…………………….. ..… …….....Ron Petrick
Vice Moderator……..…………… ..…,.Brenda Williams
Secretary………………………….……………...Lana Orr
Treasurer……………………..……………..Bennie Clark
Historian……………………………….Alicia Blankenship
Education………………….…...………..Brenda Williams
Faith-Sharing……………….… …..……Michele Darling
Membership…………..……………………….Lisa Nance
Outreach……………..…………………..Ronda Hostetter
Property…………………….…….….........Jerry Hostetter
Worship………………………………...…..Sharon Tippie
Disciples Men Rep………..…………….……Ron Petrick
Disciples Women Rep……..……....…….Marilyn Petrick
Pastoral Relations Committee:

Jr. Deacons:
Isabella Dunegan
Alayna Engen
Cheyenne Steve

Michele Darling * Susan Clark
Sharon Tippie
Charolette Collie

Brenda Williams
Jim Nance

* = chairpersons

