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One of my favorite stories from the Hebrew Bible was our first scripture reading
this past Sunday (the 25th). It is a story of community upholding one of their own
when they no longer had the strength to do it alone. The passage is Exodus 17:8-16
and tells the story the Israelites defeating the Amalekites. Moses instructs Joshua to
take the Israelite army to fight the Amalekites and tells him that he will stand on top
of the hill with the staff of God in his hands.
Joshua begins the battle in the valley while Moses, Aaron and Hur climbed the
hill. So long as Moses held his hands out in prayer, the Israelites were winning. When
his arms got tired and he let them fall, the tide of the battle would begin to turn so
that the Israelites were losing. Aaron and Hur knew they couldn’t take turns with
Moses in prayer, so they did what they could do. “When Moses’ hands got tired,” Aaron
and Hur got a stone for him to use as a stool on which to sit and had him rest his arms
on each of their shoulders. Moses arms remained outstretched in prayer while their
weight rested on the shoulders of Aaron and Hur.
I love this story because it is a wonderful illustration of how the church should
work—when one of their number needs support during whatever is going on, other
members of the church can step forward and help bear some of the burden. Most of
the time the other members cannot take the burden away, but they can help lessen
the unbearable weight.
“How does the church do this?” I hear you ask. Sometimes it is as simple as a
loving hug or a kind word spoken when our paths cross in church or in the community.
Other times, it is nice note, call, or text lifting them up in prayer for strength and
encouragement. Still other times it takes us actually doing something like helping to
prepare a meal so that it is one less thing they have to take care of. It might mean
offering to drive them to a doctor’s appointment. Many times, we don’t have to do
anything but listen to their story.
As our congregation ages, many of us face times when “our hands get tired”
trying to hold on to our rope that seems to be increasingly frayed at the end, all we
must do is make our struggle known. It also takes each of us to remain alert for signs
of someone who might need our help. We have several folks with major, chronic
illnesses who could use an encouraging word or a meal prepared.
I love how caring we are here at FCC as we support each other along our
respective journeys.

Splinters of the Board

A Note from the Property Chair

Marilyn and I will be attending
our denomination’s General
Assembly in Indianapolis July
8 – 12. Each evening we will
be attending worship services
with well-known keynoters .
There are business sessions Monday –
Wednesday where we hear reports from
each of the church general disciplines and
vote
on
Sense-of-the-Assembly
and
Operational items:

Now that the roof
appears to be leak
free, Greg and
Richard have been
repairing the inside. Waytogo,
Greg. We are getting estimates to
repair and paint
A Sense-of-the-Assembly Resolution is
the outside trim
an expression of the General Assembly and front door. Estimates will preconcerning a moral, ethical or religious sented at the next board meeting.

matter confronting the church, the nation
or the world. Adoption of a resolution must Jerry Hostetter
represent agreement by a majority of an Property Chairman
assembly’s voting representatives that the
conviction or view expressed is based on
Christian insights and is a part of their
witness to Jesus Christ. Resolutions are
developed for the guidance of the Christian The regional Women's Assembly was held this
Church (Disciples of Christ) in its program past weekend in San Antonio. There were 102
operation, for the consideration of the women present, including Laura Orr and mycongregations and members of the self. The theme was "We Were Never PromChristian Church (Disciples of Christ) and ised a Rose Garden" and was keynoted by
for a Christian witness to the world.
Rev. Alice Hupp from Park Place CC, Wichita
Falls. Rev. Dr. Jackie Hammett of Hyde Park
Operational,
Policy
and
CC led the Bible Study. Lisa Wingate, one of
Organizational: Items are those which our favorite authors here at FCC Burnet was
establish
policy,
institute
or
revise our luncheon speaker. She brought with her
structures,
or
procedures,
authorize copies of her book, Before We Were Yours.
programs, approve directions or mandate
actions.
It was a wonderful weekend, and we were glad
We will be representing our church in we attended it this year.

Southwest Regional Disciples Woman

Burnet by our votes and attendance to the
many workshops available then report on
the assembly when we return.

Marilyn

"Wellness of Soul, Spirit and Body"

September 15-17, 2017 (Friday-Sunday) at Lake
Brownwood:
Keynote speakers Rev. Dr. Bryan Feille and Rev. Dr. Jimmy Cobb
Registration forms in the Church Office

A Moment About Giving
A few weeks ago,
Alan gave an
Offertory Meditation
during worship I
wanted to share part
of here as well:

We give
money as an act of
worship and to
support the ministry
of the church. If the
people don’t give,
then the pastor goes
unpaid, the building never gets built, and the
missionaries stay home. When Christians go to
church, most expect the collection of an offering
as much as they expect preaching, singing, and
prayer. Unlike preaching, singing, and prayer,
however, the weekly offering did not become a
fixture in American worship services until the
late 19th century.
Did you know Colonial American churches
did not depend on voluntary, weekly giving
from their members? Instead, as had been the
case in Europe, the government established
churches, sanctioning certain congregations and
supporting them financially. Government
funding of American churches did not cease
until 1888.
Churches and pastors could no longer
look to the government for money. They had to
come up with new ways to raise funds they
needed in order to survive and thrive. Churches
used a variety of methods to raise money
including the selling (or renting) of pews. Of
course, the most expensive seats were in the
front, and the cheap seats were in the back.
Free seats were available in the back or in the
balcony, but a free pew carried a social stigma.
By 1900, most American churches took
up weekly offerings and a dedicatory prayer or
the doxology normally preceded the collection
and churches depended on these weekly
offerings for most of their funding.
So that’s a brief history of how we give
today. We all have needs and our church has
needs. Without giving there is no salary for the
minister, payment for water, electricity,
charitable work, missionaries and so on. So, as
we collect our offering each week, give what
you can so that our church needs are met and
give thanks to the Lord for providing for your
needs.

MONDAY’S KITCHEN
SCHEDULE OF WORKERS
July 2017

7/03/17

July 4th Holiday (No Monday’s Kitchen)

7/10/17

Set up:
Cook:
Bake:
Serve:

7/17/17

Disciple’s Men

7/24/17

FCC Volunteers - Worship Arts Camp

7/31/17

Set up:

Sharon Childers/Linda Guess
Lisa Nance
Sharon Childers
Sharon Childers, Maedel Hearn,
Karol Shepherd, Linda Guess
Clean-Up: Lisa Nance

Sharon Childers/Linda
Guess
Cook:
Sharon Childers
Bake:
Lutheran Volunteers
Serve:
Sharon Childers, Maedel
Hearn, Karol Shepherd
Clean-Up: Lisa Nance

The elders have
been enjoying their
Bible study on “The
new Parrish”
We have been
looking at the changes in how the world views
the church and how the church views the
world. Who is our neighbor and who are we
called to help? It has been a very enlightening
study on the changing world around us. How
we adjust to that change and keep our valves
true, to be the ever encouraging and reaching, loving church in a world where things are
always changing and sometimes just a mass
of chaos!
Even in our church, it has been a challenge
keeping up with the every changing needs of
our congregation, as illness, surgeries, poor
health seem to have caught up with so many
of us.
I challenge each of us to notice on Sunday,
who is missing. If you see a need or concern,
pass it BJ or an elder.
It takes all of us caring about each other to
make a congregation family, instead of a
group of people that show up on Sunday to
“go to church”
“These three remain Faith, Hope and Charity.
But the greatest of these is Charity.”
Brenda

GENERAL CHECKING ACCOUNT

April 30, 2017 Balance
May 2017 Deposits
General Fund
Designated
May 2017 Disbursements
Budgeted/General Fund
Other Fund/Pass-Through
May 31, 2017 Balance

$41,069.91
$9,302.55
$277.92

($9,581.50)
($7,727.45)

$9,580.47
$17,308.95
$33,308.43

Faith-Sharing
I am very excited about the upcoming concert that our church
is hosting on Sunday, July
16th! Brooks Crossing is a
family group and has performed
at our Fall Festival event for a
number of years. Singing is a
ministry for the them and what
an honor that they are sharing
their amazing talent with the
community at our place of worship.
I hope you plan to attend and
to invite others. Flyers will be
available for distribution beginning Sunday, July 2. The concert is free to all; a love offering table will be set up in the
foyer.
Brooks Crossing and their family will be our guests for worship
that morning and will provide
the special music for the service. A light lunch will be provided for the group as they will
set up for the concert after
church. The concert will begin
at 3:00 p.m. There will be a
short intermission and cookies,
punch and coffee will be served
to all attendees. (If you would
like to help by baking cookies, please let me know.)
Again, I hope that you will attend. This will be a very special event in the life of our
church. Hold down ctrl and Click Here to See Brooks Crossing
Blessed to serve with each of you,

Michele

Worship Arts Camp
July 24 through 28, 2017
First Christian Church

“Come Follow me,” Jesus said,
“and I will send you out to fish for people.”
Matthew 4:19
Art – Drama – Singing
Community Service & Project
Supper will be servedWho
every
is night
this ?
Monday through Friday 5:30 p.m. – 8 p.m.
(Come early Monday to serve community kitchen)

Ages: 5 - 14

OUTREACH MINISTRY REPORT
Mondays Kitchen
In June , Monday’s Kitchen served 172 meals and collected $78.48 in Donations

Ronda Hostetter, Outreach Chair

SAVE A DATE!

The BBA DWM Women's Retreat is scheduled for October 6-8. It will be at our
camp in Gonzales. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend. The registration forms will be out in July. We will be having the Third Annual Talent
Show. We hope several of you will be able to make the trip this year.

Our Faithful Choir

The Choir is taking the Summer
Off.
Our own
George
Smith
wanted
give
a
tribute
to
the
choir
with
this
Poem.
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Building Relationships; Growing Faith; Welcoming All in Jesus Christ

2017 Leadership Team
Trustees:
Jim Nance
Grover Howell
Paula Harris
Elders:
Michele Darling
Paula Harris
Hank Holt
Bennie Clark
Susan Clark
Allen Rodgers
*Brenda Williams

Deacons:
Ronnie Daniel
Sharon Tippie
Linda Westerfield
Cricket Branon
Charolette Collie
Linda Guess
Terry Matlock
Marilyn Petrick
JamesEngen
Jennifer Engen
George Smith
*Liz Smith
Jim Nance

Moderator…………………….. ..… …….....Ron Petrick
Vice Moderator……..…………… ..…,.Brenda Williams
Secretary………………………….……………...Lana Orr
Treasurer……………………..……………..Bennie Clark
Historian……………………………….Alicia Blankenship
Education………………….…...………..Brenda Williams
Faith-Sharing……………….… …..……Michele Darling
Membership…………..……………………….Lisa Nance
Outreach……………..…………………..Ronda Hostetter
Property…………………….…….….........Jerry Hostetter
Worship………………………………...…..Sharon Tippie
Disciples Men Rep………..…………….……Ron Petrick
Disciples Women Rep……..……....…….Marilyn Petrick
Pastoral Relations Committee:

Jr. Deacons:
Isabella Dunegan
Alayna Engen
Cheyenne Steve

Michele Darling * Susan Clark
Sharon Tippie
Charolette Collie

Brenda Williams
Jim Nance

* = chairpersons

