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As I sit to write this article, I cannot help but reminisce about the past year. 2017 has been an amazing
year for our little congregation. Some of these you may be aware of and some you may not...














We have had lots of new visitors, many of whom have joined our community of faith. In fact, new
visitors account for almost 25% of average Sunday worship attendance!
 Edna Niebanck is Roxanne’s mother.
 Maria and Tino were invited by Linda Guess and Linda Westerfield.
 Steve Killebrew was invited by Yvonne.
 The Gonzales family as well as the Dunham’s and the Stark’s all found us by churchshopping.
We are blessed by their presence with us in worship and the gifts and graces they bring to our
community.
We finally have a roof that does not leak! AND it didn’t cost nearly as much as we feared it might!
We are only a couple weeks away from closing the sale of the rent house next door to the church.
This will also allow us to pay off the existing mortgage on the church building allowing us to be
completely debt free!
The Elders did a study on a book called “The New Parish” that was very helpful. That book didn’t
turn out the way we thought it would, but it was insightful and brought out a lot of discussion
amongst the group.
We helped ensure 20 children in our community have presents under the tree this Christmas through
the Burnet County Child Welfare Board.
Monday’s Kitchen served 2,010 meals to those who needed a hot meal and fellowship and received
$968.33 in donations.
During Worship Arts Camp, our kids collected cans in the neighborhood for LACare and visited
with the residents of Wildflower Meadow.
We got to be the first ones to hear a sermon written and preached by Haylee during the Youth
Sunday service after Worship Arts Camp. At 10 years old, she may very well be the youngest
preacher FCC has ever had.
We hosted the First Christian Church and the First United Methodist Church from Bertram with a
joint Christmas Cantata that was a true blessing to hear.

Friends, these are only a few things for which we can be thankful. There are many, many more. It is my
prayer that as 2017 ends and 2018 begins, we will continue to be blessed individually and communally
through increased faith, hope, peace, and love in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Welcome to 2018!
I am looking forward to and excited about continuing as the church’s
moderator. I want to thank each person who said “YES” when asked or
volunteered to be an officer, committee chair, Elder, Deacon, Trustee, PRC
member or committee member. We had many challenges in 2017 and one
that we should be proud of is the repair of the roof after almost ten years
of leaking. We now don’t have to worry about the inside getting wet each
time it rains.
We will be organizing a meeting with all the officers and committee chairs
in January to discuss and plan for the activities of the church in 2018. My
goal is to encourage all our congregation to participate in the ministries
and activities of the church, from worship to pot lucks. To be successful we
all must show others that we care about the church by participating in the
activities. I do think that small groups of folks that meet regularly develop
a rapport that is essential to the wellbeing of the church. We will
encourage each care group headed by the Elders to get together each
quarter to meet this goal. Joining a Sunday School class also shows we
participate in the activities of the church. So, LET’S GET STARTED!

Ron

With this writing Grover Howell and Hank Holt are Co-Presidents of our
Disciples Men in Burnet. There are plans to do more lunches and dinner
meals as 2018 progresses. We should be hearing more about our next
meeting planned for January 20th. The Disciples Men continue to do
Monday’s Kitchen on the third Monday of each month and we encourage
all of our men to join us in this important ministry of your congregation.

The Adult Sunday School class will begin a study of Faith as
seen in the Old and New Testaments. We will use scriptures
from the books of Daniel, Matthew, Acts, Ephesians,
Colossians, 1 Timothy and James. We will have a better
understanding of the two-fold nature of faith as belief and
actions, and encourage us to show faith by putting it into
practice in faithful action. Come join us at 9:30’ish on each
Sunday Morning.

2017 Christmas Party Photos

New members from L-R: The Gonzales Family,
Jonnie Stark, and Pat & Herman Dunham

The Hill Country Blenders

Church members enjoying the Christmas party fellowship

Miscellaneous Christmas Pics

Christmas Party Setup

Hill Country Blenders entertaining the crowd

Members enjoying the party

GENERAL CHECKING ACCOUNT
Oct 31, 2017 Balance
Nov. 2017 Deposits
General Fund
Designated
Nov. 2017 Disbursements
Budgeted/General Fund
Other Fund/Pass-Through
Nov. 30, 2017 Balance

$34,767.04
$6,635.18
$1,316.43
($8,880.97)
($1,146.96)

$7,951.61

($10,027.93)
$32,390.72

Note to the Respite Volunteers
Every other month. a group of volunteers provides lunch for the clients and
volunteers of the Highland Lakes Respite Center. We have two "crews;" each
crew provides the lunch only three times per year. If you would like to join in
this ministry for next year, please let Michele Darling or Lana Orr know.
We recently received a thank you card from the Highland Lakes Respite Center
Director, Mary Jane Shanes. A big thanks to those who participated in this
ministry for 2017 - Lana Orr, Mary Arnold, Sharon Tippie, Teri Howell,
Susan Clark, Brenda Williams, Lisa Nance and Michele Darling.
The card reads:
"Every other month you share your love and kindness by preparing a
delicious lunch for our program. We truly appreciate your helping
hands in this ministry. Our program has been successful for 12 years
because of your willingness to help others. May God Bless You and Your
Church."

Thanks to all of you from all of us for your support and
encouragement of our Christmas cantata. It was fun and
uplifting to share not just the music, but to share worship
with our brothers and sisters in Christ. It was a great day
and an opportunity we're glad we had.

A Moment About Giving
As we begin a new year, we would like to remind each of us of the need
to continue our faithful giving to the ministries of First Christian Church.
With that thought in mind, I came across this message about
stewardship I wanted to pass along:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.
All things came into being through him, and without him not
one thing came in being.”
The Gospel according to John, Chapter one verses one through
three. Did you hear it? With God ALL things came into being: earth, food,
you, me, everything. God asks us to return such a small portion of all
God gives us, and we sometimes struggle to do so. Yet without God,
what would you have?

Membership Moments
Happy New Year Everyone! I am very honored to be the new Membership
chair and look forward to serving with each of you throughout 2018. It is
wonderful to be part of such a close knit, familial church!
Our goals for the coming year are to strengthen the bonds of fellowship
within our church family, assure members they are cared for at every age
and circumstance of their lives, and place an emphasis on staying connected
with those members unable to attend church due to illness or aging.
Working with the new Special Events chairs, I’m also hoping to celebrate the
many joys along the path of each spiritual journey such as new members,
birthdays, the birth of a child, marriage of a member, and many other happy
events. As well as honoring the losses that occur, with the dignity and grace
that the Lord provides.
I know that our church, as a whole, want our members and visitors to
experience a loving, caring, and compassionate place of respite while we are
building relationships; growing faith; and welcoming all in Jesus Christ.
Scatter Joy and God Bless,
Jonnie
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2018 Leadership Team

Elders:
Allen Rodgers
Michele Darling
Hank Holt
Greg Williams
Deacons:
James Engen
Jennifer Engen
George Smith
Liz Smith
Jim Nance
Jerry Hostetter
Herman Dunham
Linda Guess*
Jr. Deacons:
Mark Gonzales
Alayna Engen

Brenda Williams*
Paula Harris
Grover Howell

Ronnie Daniel
Sharon Tippie
Linda Westerfield
Jimmy Gonzales
Kristi Gonzales
Ronda Hostteter
Pat Dunham
Trustees:
Paula Harris
Jim Nance
Richard Dunegan

Moderator .................................................... Ron Petrick
Vice Moderator .................................... Brenda Williams
Secretary.......................................................... Lana Orr
Treasurer ................................................... Bennie Clark
Historian .......................................... Roxanne Dunegan
Education ............................................. Brenda Williams
Faith-Sharing .........................................................Open
Membership ............................................... Jonnie Stark
Outreach .............................................. Ronda Hostetter
Property .................................................. Jerry Hostetter
Worship ..................................................... Susie Rogers
Disciples Men Rep .................Grover Howell/Hank Holt
Disciples Women Rep ..........................................Open
Pastoral Relations Committee:
Brenda Williams
Jim Nance

Michele Darling
Sharon Tippie

Grover Howell
Jerry Hostetterr

* = chairpersons

