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This newsletter is going out on Easter, and as such, I wanted to share with you, the devotion I wrote for Easter Sunday
morning in the devotional book we have used this season. The book was written by current and past Bethany Fellows
from across the United States as well as Canada and the Bahamas representing different Christian traditions. The
Bethany Fellows program brings together young clergy in their first 5 years of parish ministry for week-long retreats
twice a year. We gather for worship, continuing education, rest, and fellowship with the purpose of giving us tools to
thrive in ministry. I eagerly await each retreat!
Here is the devotion I wrote for Easter Sunday Morning:

It Was No April Fool’s Joke
Read John 20:1-18
“Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher!”) …And
she went to the disciples with the news, “I have seen the Lord!” John 20:16, 18a
According to Google, Easter Sunday has not fallen on April Fool’s Day since 1956 and will not happen again until 2029.
There was no joke on that fateful day so long ago.
An early morning filled with unspeakable grief and confusion when the body cannot be found. The grief of a loved one
grieving the one who forever changed her life.
Mary Magdalene is my favorite Easter character. Luke 8 tells us Jesus drove out seven demons tormenting Mary. And
she is the first to witness the Risen Lord. In. All. Four. Gospels.
We all must deal with our own demons—sin, addiction, depression, and other physical and mental illnesses—but the
one through whom all creation came to be calls us by name and restores our souls.
I am sure Mary was not the only one of Jesus’ followers who experienced healing and restoration of mind and body. But
she was one. In her story, we find options for our lives as well.
We can run in fear. We can remain fixated on past grief, mistakes, or regrets. We can turn from the dark, grave, past
into the blessed dawn of resurrection and reconciliation.
And the Word calls us by name, beckoning us out of darkness and into the light of life and love. Beckons us out of a
morning of grief and confusion and into a lifetime of witness that we have seen the Lord!
Prayer: Word Made Flesh, thank you for calling us by name and loving us through life, death, and resurrection. Help us
be wise witnesses of your love, mercy, grace, and peace this day, and every day. Amen.
Grace and Peace,

SPRING IS A TYPE OF OUR RESURRECTION: The same Lord who promised the
yearly return of the birds, flowers, and warm summer breezes also promises a
resurrection of the dead of those who die in Him. Jesus said, “I am the
resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet
shall he live” (John 11:25).

Did you know that the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Burnet had a
mortgage burning on May 1, 1980. The mortgage was for $43,000 and was paid
off in half the time. Well, on April 5 at 5:30 the church will have another
mortgage burning that amounts to $238,800. The mortgage was taken out on
October 11, 2005. That is 25 years of being debt free. Come to the Spring Fling
on April 5, 2018 and hear more about the church building and witness the
burning of the Mortgage. Do you think we can be debt free for another 25
years?!
Ron Petrick, Moderator

A Note from Ronda and the Child Welfare Board
April is Child Abuse Prevention and Awareness month.
This year the Burnet County Child Welfare Board has received permission to hang shoes from the trees at the
Courthouse in Burnet and the Annex in Marble Falls. We will hang a shoe for each child in foster care in Burnet
County. So, I am asking for your help. If you have any children’s shoes that your child has outgrown, or won’t
wear, doesn’t like etc., please donate them to us. There will be a tub in the Narthex for you to drop off the
shoes. They don’t even have to be a pair! This is a great visual to bring awareness to the number of children
we have right here in our county who are in foster care. Thanks so much for your help! We want children’s
shoes, not teens as their feet are bigger than some adults! We want it to look like smaller children.

We love to sing - we also love to see the expression on your face when the
message in the music touches your heart, warms your soul, or makes you bow
your head in prayer. Don't thank me, but please thank our choir for their
dedication and willingness to use the gift God has given them. Each one of you
have gifts too: a listening ear, encouragement, ready smiles, a willing heart.
Sometimes we just can't wait to see how these things will be used next for His
glory.
Susie Rodgers

A Moment About Giving
Imagine a wife, feeling tender-hearted, saying to her husband, “I love you.”
The husband replies, “I have to love you too.”
“What?” she asks.
“Well, the Bible commands husbands to love their wives. I have no choice, I have to
love you.”
Question: would any wife (any human being really) be pleased with this response? Of
course not. We don’t want to be loved out of obligation. Neither does God. God
doesn’t want us giving our offerings each week out of obligation either. We are to give
what’s in our hearts—for after all, God does love a cheerful giver!

Save the NEW Date!

July 22, 2018 at 3:00 p.m.
Brooks Crossing Concert

CarePortal
CarePortal is a ministry initiative launched in March 2015 by the Global Orphan
Project, headquartered in Kansas City, MO. CarePortal brings faith and government
entities together by utilizing a volunteer network and innovative technology to bring the
needs of children and families in crisis to the attention of local churches. Child welfare
workers uncover the needs and then upload those needs to the CarePortal system
making local churches aware of the needs in their community, giving them a real-time
opportunity to respond .
Currently active in 13 states in the U.S., more than 1000 churches have served
14,000 children and counting. FCC is one of 8 churches in Burnet County who have
signed up to help those in need. Since the end of January, Burnet County churches
have met the needs of 17 children with the essential needs in their lives.
See Care Portal’s live impact report at careportal.org/impact

Children in crisis are waiting. CarePortal’s community is eager to serve them with you.

GENERAL CHECKING ACCOUNT
Jan. 31, 2018 Balance

$37,910.70

Feb. 2018 Deposits
General Fund

$5,701.6 4

Designated

$2,190.28

$7,891.92

Feb. 2018 Disbursements
Budgeted/General Fund

($7,870.71)

Other Fund/Pass-Through

($1,932.15)

Feb. 28, 2018 Balance

($9,802.86)
$35,999.76

MONDAY’S KITCHEN
During the month of March, Monday’s Kitchen served 179 meals and received $48.00 in
donations.
APRIL VOLUNTEER’S
4/2/18

Set up:

Liz Smith

Cook:

Susan Clark/Bennie Clark

Bake:

Susan Clark

Serve:

Karol Shepherd, Linda Guess, Liz Smith

Clean-Up: Susan Clark/Bennie Clark
4/9/18

Set up:

Sharon Childers

Cook:

Lisa Nance

Bake:

Sharon Childers

Serve:

Sharon Childers, Linda Guess, Maedel Hearn, Karol Shepherd

Clean-Up: Lisa Nance
4/16/18

Disciple’s Men

4/23/18

EpiCenter

4/30/18

Set up:

Sharon Childers

Cook:

Sharon Childers

Bake:

Lutheran Volunteers

Serve:

Maedel Hearn, Karol Shepherd, Linda Guess

Clean-Up: Lisa Nance
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Building Relationships; Growing Faith; Welcoming All in Jesus Christ

2018 Leadership Team

Elders:
Allen Rodgers
Michele Darling
Hank Holt
Greg Williams
Deacons:
James Engen
Jennifer Engen
George Smith
Liz Smith
Jim Nance
Jerry Hostetter
Herman Dunham
*Linda Guess
Jr. Deacons:
Mark Gonzales
Alayna Engen

*Brenda Williams
Paula Harris
Grover Howell

Ronnie Daniel
Sharon Tippie
Linda Westerfield
Jimmy Gonzales
Kristi Gonzales
Ronda Hostetter
Pat Dunham
Trustees:
Paula Harris
Jim Nance
Richard Dunegan

Moderator .................................................... Ron Petrick
Vice Moderator .................................... Brenda Williams
Secretary.......................................................... Lana Orr
Treasurer ................................................... Bennie Clark
Historian .......................................... Roxanne Dunegan
Education ............................................. Brenda Williams
Faith-Sharing .........................................................Open
Membership ............................................... Jonnie Stark
Outreach .............................................. Ronda Hostetter
Property .................................................. Jerry Hostetter
Worship ..................................................... Susie Rogers
Disciples Men Rep .................Grover Howell/Hank Holt
Disciples Women Rep ..........................................Open
Pastoral Relations Committee:
Brenda Williams
Jim Nance

Michele Darling
Sharon Tippie

Grover Howell
Jerry Hostetterr

* = chairpersons

