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My article this month is going to be short and sweet, but I want to say that this
congregation never ceases to amaze me at just how wonderful a group of people you
are. We lost a saint among us when Mary Alice passed away, and as much as we all
grieve her loss, we have been able to rally around Auda as well as Della, Wayne, and
Brandon as they grieve more deeply the loss of their wife, mother, and grandmother.
The prayers you have lifted up for them, for Jon and Alicia, for Ronnie and CJ, for my
family, and for so many more have been lifegiving and sustaining in more ways than
any of us can fully appreciate until we find ourselves on the receiving end of those
prayers. This is indeed one of the aspects of being your pastor that is most rewarding
for me.
It is also one of the most humbling aspects of being your pastor. When prayers of
support and encouragement are offered to me and my family, it is truly a gift that
takes me by surprise every time. It has been a hard few months for my family and for
me and words cannot express my gratitude for your patience, understanding,
prayers, and words of encouragement. They have been what kept me going.
Thank you for your prayers for my uncle and our family. Thank you for loving and
supporting each other through our sorrows and joys, times of plenty and want, when
our faith has been strong, and especially when our faith falters.
I look forward to seeing everyone Sunday.
Grace and Peace,

At the April Board meeting, the board heard and/or acted on the following:
 Board approved to move to the general financial fund the following designated
funds: These categories will be eliminated from the financial reports.
 Building Fund of $200.00
 Special Purchases Fund of $141.61
 Blessed-to-Bits Fund of $87.85
 Rent House Deposit of $800.00
 Maintenance items getting quotes for and to be reported at the next board
meeting:
 Replace broken florescent light fixtures
 Paint the outside trim
 Parking lot seal coated and stripped
 One of the outside light timers does not function (corner lights)
 Many bulbs are burned out on the outside of the building, including the sign
 The Front door to be refinished
 Water Filters were replaced
 Fence between the old rent house and church will be a privacy fence installed by
the owner. Need to have parking stops.
The nominating committee made the following report approved by the board:
Elder Paula Harris will move to the class of 2020 as well as be a member of the PRC to
replace Grover Howell. Ron Petrick will replace Paula Harris as Elder Class of 2019.
Yvonne Evans and Marilyn Petrick will replace Jimmy and Kristi Gonzales as Deacons
Class of 2019. Charolette Collie will replace the Dunhams’ as Deacon Class of 2020.
Isabella Dunegan will replace Mark Gonzales as Jr. Deacon.
I gave a report on the website showing that, in the last year, there were 64,666 visits
and in the last 7 days approximately 900 visits. The report also shows the number of
times the sermons are downloaded and ranges from 30 to 60 for each sermon.
The trustees are reviewing the church insurance and should have a recommendation
to present to the board in May.

Ron Petrick, Moderator

SAVE THE DATE!

July 22, 2018 at 3:00 p.m.

Brooks Crossing
Concert

The Purpose of A Choir
The choir exists as a community of worshippers. Young and old, trained and
untrained with people from all tribes and tongues, generations, races,
backgrounds, and skill levels—redeemed and joined together to the praise of
God’s glorious grace. If you love to sing we would love to have your gifts
contributing to this ministry. We long to display a microcosm of God’s ransomed
people, joined together as the worshipping body of Christ.
This choir also exists as a community of worship leaders. Psalm 34:3 says: “Oh magnify the Lord with me,
and let us exalt his name together!” Those of us up front are not there to perform or impress. We’re there
to invite. So if you have a love for Jesus, a heart for worship, and a desire to invite others to magnify the
Lord with you, then please consider using those gifts with us. We’ll make you feel right at home!

A Moment About Giving
In John chapter fifteen, Jesus tells his followers “Those who love
me will keep my word, and God will love them, and we will come to
them and make our home with them.” There are many of Jesus’
words, though: which one is he talking about? I want to suggest that
Jesus might be talking about loving and giving. Of all the things Jesus
teaches about, the most frequent themes are loving and giving. Jesus
teaches regularly to care for the needy, feed the poor, and give help to
the hungry, naked, thirsty, imprisoned... One of the ways we do that is
through our tithes and offerings. They are a sign of our love for Jesus,
and our willingness to keep His word. Thank you for your financial and
physical gifts which serve as the signs of
love for Christ which make ministries of
care and concern possible.

Encourage One Another – Giving Grace With Your Words
“Encourage one another daily, as long as it is called ‘Today,’ so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s
deceitfulness.” Hebrews 3:13
Yesterday I received a kind note of encouragement from a friend. It was only about three sentences in
length but the Lord used it to stir some much-needed strength in my soul.
Receiving the note led me to open up my Bible and dig around to see what the Lord says to us about encouragement. As I read passage after passage, I was struck by how vital this expression of love is for God’s people. In one sense, encouragement is like oxygen in the life of a church. It keeps hearts beating, minds clear,
and hands inspired to serve.
Because encouragement is so important to the church, God doesn’t merely recommend it, but He explicitly
commands it (1 Thessalonians 4:18, 5:11; Hebrews 3:13).
Why We Need Encouragement
God commanded that His people encourage each other because He knew we would need it. Jesus warned
that “in the world you will have tribulation…” which He followed with much needed encouragement, “but
take heart; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).
We live in a broken world where everything calls us toward selfishness and despair. Sin steals joy, our bodies
break down, our plans falter, our dreams die, resolve weaken, perspective dims. We are promised suffering
(1 Peter 4:12), persecution (John 15:20; 2 Timothy 3:12), and trials of all sorts (James 1:2-3).
When encouragement is absent from the life of a church people will feel unloved, unimportant, useless, and
forgotten. God knows His people are in need of grace-filled reminders, which is why He calls us to encourage
each other every day until His Son returns (Hebrews 3:13).
What Is Encouragement?
Biblical encouragement isn’t focused on complementing someone’s haircut or telling them how good their
homemade salsa tastes. That kind of encouragement is important, but the encouragement the Scriptures
refer to is explicitly Christian encouragement.

Encouragement is shared with the hopes that it will lift someone’s heart toward the Lord (Colossians 4:8). It
points out evidences of grace in another’s life to help them see that God is using them. It points us to God’s
promises that assure us that all we face is under His control.
The New Testament reveals that encouragement was a regular part of the early church’s life together (Acts
13:15, 16:40, 18:27, 20:1-2, 27:36). They shared Scripture-saturated words with each other to spur one another on in faith (Acts 14:22), hope (Romans 15:4), unity (Romans 15:5; Colossians 2:2), joy (Acts 15:31),
strength (Acts 15:32), fruitfulness (Hebrews 10:24-25), faithfulness (1 Thessalonians 2:12), perseverance
(Hebrews 10:25), and the certainty of Christ’s return (1 Thessalonians 4:18).
Encouragement was and is an essential way of extending grace to each other.
Jonnie, Membership Chmn, DWM

GENERAL CHECKING ACCOUNT
Feb. 28, 2018 Balance

$35,999.76

March 2018 Deposits
General Fund

$6,090.58

Designated

$1,207.53

$7,298.11

March 2018 Disbursements
Budgeted/General Fund

($5,684.45)

Other Fund/Pass-Through

($1,604.01)

March 31, 2018 Balance

($7.288.46)
$36,009.41

MONDAY’S KITCHEN
From April 2nd through April 23rd, Monday’s Kitchen served 188 meals and received $143.19 in donations.

MAY VOLUNTEER’S
05/7/18

Set up:
Cook:
Bake:
Serve:
Clean-Up:

Liz Smith/Linda Guess
Michele Darling
Michele Darling
Liz Smith, Maedel Hearn, Karol Shepherd, Linda Guess
Michele Darling, Lisa Nance

5/14/18

Set up:
Cook:
Bake:
Serve:
Clean-Up:

Sharon Childers
Lisa Nance
Sharon Childers
Sharon Childers, Maedel Hearn, Karol Shepherd
Lisa Nance

05/21/18

Disciple’s Men

05/28/18

EpiCenter
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Building Relationships; Growing Faith; Welcoming All in Jesus Christ

2018 Leadership Team

Elders:
Allen Rodgers
Michele Darling
Hank Holt
Deacons:
James Engen
Jennifer Engen
George Smith
Liz Smith
Jim Nance
Jerry Hostetter
*Linda Guess
Jr. Deacons:
Isabella Dunegan
Alayna Engen

*Brenda Williams
Ron Petrick
Greg Williams
Ronnie Daniel
Sharon Tippie
Linda Westerfield
Yvonne Evans
Marilyn Petrick
Ronda Hostetter
Charolette Collie
Trustees:
Paula Harris
Jim Nance
Richard Dunegan

* = chairpersons

Moderator .................................................... Ron Petrick
Vice Moderator .................................... Brenda Williams
Secretary.......................................................... Lana Orr
Treasurer ................................................... Bennie Clark
Historian .......................................... Roxanne Dunegan
Education ............................................. Brenda Williams
Faith-Sharing .........................................................Open
Membership ............................................... Jonnie Stark
Outreach .............................................. Ronda Hostetter
Property .................................................. Jerry Hostetter
Worship ..................................................... Susie Rogers
Disciples Men Rep .........................................Hank Holt
Disciples Women Rep .............................. Jonnie Stark
Pastoral Relations Committee:
Brenda Williams
Jim Nance

Michele Darling
Sharon Tippie

Paula Harris
Jerry Hostetterr

