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I love the holidays beginning with Thanksgiving through New Year’s.
As Americans and as Christians we have so much to be thankful for. We sing, “Count your
blessings, name them one by one. Count your blessings, see what God has done.” This is the
time when we acknowledge that everything we have is a gift from God. And it’s a time to lift
our hearts in thanksgiving to Him. But we’re not very good at saying “thank you” are we?

Three and a half centuries ago, a little band of men and women joined their hearts and
hands together in America’s first Thanksgiving. With Indian guests, they gathered around a
table for the New World’s first Thanksgiving dinner. Measured by our standards, they did not
have too much. Harvest was in and they were grateful to God. But their needs were great.
They didn’t have supermarkets down the street. Cold, hunger, and sickness threatened their
very lives. It seems in many ways that we have come a long way since that first day of
thanks in 1621. We produce more food, more fuel, and more finished products than any
nation in the world. We’ve gone to the mon and back. But like the pilgrims, we have great
need.
It's at a time like this that a real sincere and honest thankfulness may be just what we need.
Thankfulness to God can be a very important step back toward the things we have forgotten.
I’m thinking of 3 reasons why we should be thankful this 2018 Thanksgiving:
Because we owe it to Him! In Revelation 4 & 5 we catch a glimpse of praise around the
throne of heaven. Revelation 4:11 says, “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive
glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were
created and have their being.” God is worthy of our thanks because He is our Maker.
Because to acknowledge His Goodness is to see Him as He is! When you are thankful, you
see God’s love and goodness. Your eyes are open to His judgments, and you are
receptive to His will.

Because all of the circumstances of life are in God’s hands! I Thessalonians 5:18
commands, “In everything give thanks.” This means in every circumstance, in every
situation. And only the child of God can really do this. If you are a Christian, this is
your privilege. God makes all things work together for good.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
Charles

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Calls Charles Waugh
At the October 2018 Church Board meeting the Search Committee made a
recommendation to the Board to hire Charles Waugh as our Interim Pastor
for a period of six months while the search for a permanent minister is conducted. The Board joyfully approved the appointment. Charles will be available 3 times a week. He began his ministry here on October 14th.
Pastor Charles has been preaching for the Christian Churches since he graduated from college in 1969. He has preached in the states of North Carolina,
Tennessee, Kansas, and Texas. Charles and his wife Margaret moved to
Horseshoe Bay in 2017, to semi-retire. Pastor Charles and Margaret are
attending the Sunday and Wednesday bible studies and participating in the
activities of the church.
I encourage you to make an effort to introduce yourself and get to know our pastor. He believes the Bible is
the inspired Word of God and strives to be faithful in preaching it. He points out to people that Jesus Christ is
the answer to all our life’s needs. His first action will be to learn and meet the congregation by visitations. You
can listen to his sermons on our web site http://www.fccburnettx.org/sermons/ . He will be scheduling visits
and you can call him at church office or on his cell at 214.783.1050. His email is charleswaugh@hotmail.com.

THANK YOU from LACare
BECAUSE YOU CARE…
From the staff and volunteers
at LACare, thank you for
your generous donation of
$413.84 received in October
2018.

Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for the visits, cards and calls and
messages you have sent me. They help me pass the
hours and remind me how blessed we are to have
this church. I am working hard to be able to come
back to church. "One day at a time, Sweet Jesus."
Marilyn

Monetary donations such as
this allow LACare to continue to make a difference in the
lives of our clients in Burnet
County. The need continues,
and we appreciate your support as we try to meet it.

What “thanksgiving” means in the Bible
By Jeffrey Kranz
The Bible ties a great deal of meaning to the concept of “thanks”—but what if most of that meaning is lost on us today? To us, thanksgiving is an expression of gratitude. As kids, we’re taught that “please,” and “thank you” are magic
words—spells that compel adults to give us stuff. “Thanks!” becomes code, then instinct. Seriously: I say “thanks” a lot.
I don’t mean it every time. I’m pretending to be grateful; sometimes I just say it before I’ve even had time to process
what I’m supposed to be thankful for. It’s the polite thing to do, like saying “bless you” after a sneeze (or “God bless
you,” for extra spirituality points). Thankfulness is a big deal in the Bible. In fact, it’s one of the few specific things that
we’re told is God’s will for us (1 Th 5:18). Sheesh. I need a refresher. Maybe you do, too. So I did some digging around
to look at what biblical thankfulness truly is.

D EFINITIONS

OF THANKSGIVING IN THE

B IBLE

So what does it mean to give thanks? Several Greek and Hebrew words are translated “thanks” and “thanksgiving” in
the Bible, but here are the big two. Hebrew: ydh - This is the main word for thanks in the Old Testament. The concept
of thanks comes up 102 times in the Old Testament, and this word is used 72 of those times. Here’s the definition: Acknowledging what is right about God in praise and thanksgiving (1 Chr. 16:34). It can also mean a right acknowledgment of self before God in confessing sin (Lev. 26:40)[1] Greek: eucharisteo - Thankfulness comes up 71 times in the
New Testament, and most of those instances are this word, or related to this word. The definition: To show oneself
grateful, to be thankful, to give thanks […] used in a religious sense with or without reference to God.[2] My liturgical
friends will recognize the word “Eucharist” in this definition. This term comes from Jesus’ giving thanks before eating
his last supper with the apostles (1 Co 11:24).

W HAT

THAT MEANS FOR US

One thing I love about the Hebrew definition of thanks: it’s totally tied to who God is. The more we learn about God,
the more we should praise and glorify Him. The Psalmist repeatedly calls us to give thanks to the Lord for two things:
His lovingkindness, and for his miracles among men (Ps 107:1, 8, 15, 21). This isn’t just a polite “thanks” for when
something good happens. This is an outpouring of praise to God for who he is and what he has done.

H OW

DO WE GIVE THANKS ?

I suppose all this talk of definitions is only helpful if we have a good means of applying it. I could list off a few ways to
be intentionally thankful, but the psalmist does this a lot better than I ever could:
Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth.
Serve the LORD with gladness;
Come before Him with joyful singing.
Know that the LORD Himself is God;
It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves;
We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.
Enter His gates with thanksgiving
And His courts with praise.
Give thanks to Him, bless His name.
For the LORD is good;
His lovingkindness is everlasting
And His faithfulness to all generations.
(Psalm 100)

All Ladies Invited!
The November Disciples Women’s Meeting will be held Saturday, November
10 at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. Breakfast will be provided. Please
mark your calendars and plan on attending as we share food, enjoy fellowship and celebrate "thanksgiving" for our time together. If you have any
questions, please call Michele Darling at 830-798-6533.
The Angel Tree will be set up in the Narthex on Sunday, November 4th. The purpose of the tree is to help children in
the foster care system. Currently, we have 134 in the Burnet. Our church has taken 20.
If you can please select a name or more than one name. When
you remove the angel from the tree be sure and sign the list so
that we know which child you took.
All gifts are due back by November 30th. Please do not wrap
them. Just place in a bag and attached your angel to it.
Many Thanks,
Ronda Hostetter, Outreach Chair
CCSW Regional Assembly
Friday-Saturday, November 2-3, 2018
Central Christian Church, Austin, Texas
The biennial Regional Assembly of the Christian Church in the Southwest
will be hosted by Central Christian Church in Austin, Texas, on the weekend of November 2-3, 2018. We encourage all congregations to make
plans to be represented at this event for educational opportunities and to
be a part of making decisions about the restructure of the Southwest Region.
Each member congregation shall be entitled to two voting delegates at
the business session on Saturday afternoon. Each congregation of more
than 100 participating members shall be entitled to one additional voting
delegate for each additional one hundred participating members or major
fraction thereof. These voting delegates shall be in addition to persons
holding the office of ordained or commissioned minister. Ordained and
commissioned ministers residing in the region who have ministerial standing in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) shall be voting delegates.
Two Healthy Boundaries for Clergy training courses will be offered on Friday, November 2, from 9 am to 4 pm, with one presented in English and
one presented in Spanish. Harvesting Hope, a workshop for clergy and
laity (will meet continuing education requirements for commissioned ministers) will also be presented on Friday, November 2, from 9 am to 4 pm.
Saturday's schedule will include a selection of workshops for both laity
and clergy, as well the Southwest Region business meeting.
If you have questions call Ron Petrick.

GENERAL CHECKING ACCOUNT
July 31, 2018 Balance
August 2018 Deposits
General Fund

$33,022.85
$8,476.20

Designated
August 2018 Disbursements
Budgeted/General Fund
Other Fund/Pass-Through
August 31, 2018 Balance

$378.49

($7,853.97)
($865.95)

$8,854.69

($8719.92)
$33,157.61

All-Church Christmas Dinner Party
Thursday, November 29
FCC Fellowship Hall

5:30 – Happy Half Hour – time to gather and fellowship
6:00 – Dinner Served
6:30 – Entertainment—Bluebonnet Chorale Harmonies
(Love offering opportunity)
Come enjoy a fun evening! Dinner is provided.
If you are in need of transportation, please let us know.
Lisa – 512-755-5639 Michele – 830-798-6533

MONDAY’S KITCHEN
During the month of October, Monday’s Kitchen served 109 meals and received $43.00 in donations.
NOVEMBER 2018
11/05/18

Set up:

Liz Smith/Linda Guess

Cook:

Michele Darling

Bake:

Michele Darling

Serve:

Liz Smith, Linda Guess, Maedel Hearn

Clean-Up: Lisa Nance
11/12/18

Set up:

Sharon Childers/Linda Guess

Cook:

Lisa Nance

Bake:

Sharon Childers

Serve:

Sharon Childers, Linda Guess, Maedel Hearn,

Clean-Up: Lisa Nance
11/19/18
11/26/18

Disciple’s Men
Monday After Thanksgiving—NO MONDAY’S KITCHEN

First Christian Church
204 East Graves St.
Burnet, Texas 78611
November 2018

Building Relationships; Growing Faith; Welcoming All in Jesus Christ

2018 Leadership Team

Elders:
*Brenda Williams
Michele Darling
Hank Holt
Deacons:
James Engen
Jennifer Engen
George Smith
Liz Smith
Jim Nance
Jerry Hostetter
*Linda Guess
Jr. Deacons:
Isabella Dunegan
Alayna Engen

Paula Harris
Ron Petrick
Greg Williams

Ronnie Daniel
Sharon Tippie
Linda Westerfield
Yvonne Evans
Marilyn Petrick
Ronda Hostetter
Charolette Collie
Trustees:
Paula Harris
Jim Nance
Richard Dunegan

Moderator.................................................... Ron Petrick
Vice Moderator ................................... Brenda Williams
Secretary ......................................................... Lana Orr
Treasurer ................................................... Bennie Clark
Historian.......................................... Roxanne Dunegan
Education ............................................ Brenda Williams
Faith-Sharing ........................................... Congregation
Membership .............................................. Jonnie Stark
Outreach ............................................. Ronda Hostetter
Property ................................................. Jerry Hostetter
Worship .................................................... Susie Rogers
Disciples Men Rep........................................ Hank Holt
Disciples Women Rep .............................. Jonnie Stark
Pastor Search Committee:
Brenda Williams*
Ronnie Daniel

Susan Clark
Richard Dunegan

Susie Rodgers

* = chairpersons

