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From the Pastor...
Rev. Charles Waugh
With the arrival of February, I think back to the days when I was in elementary school. When I was in the 4th grade, Valentine’s Day was a fun
time. We were all asked to bring a Valentine for every boy and girl in our
class. You brought a Valentine for everyone, even if you didn’t like that
person. I don’t know that they do that today. But it was a fun time. Valentines’ said among other things….”Be my Valentine….Sugar is sweet and so
are you”….I love you.”
The scripture from I Peter 4:7-8 comes to mind this year that says, “The
end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you
may pray. Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a
multitude of sins.”

These are the challenging words of the apostle Peter writing to Christians
who were experiencing fierce persecution because of their faith in Jesus
Christ. Peter wrote to them, giving instruction about living with hope in
the midst of hostility.
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For the early Christians, the end was coming; not just the ceasing of
suffering but the ultimate triumph of victors whose faith was in Christ.
The message of soon-to-come relief and victory did not mean simply to
wait. Peter gave additional instructions to be actively alert and to be of
sober mind so that they could effectively pray. His last and most important instruction was this: “love each other deeply.”
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When we love one another we do not focus on the wrongs of others. We
see the contrast of this in the terrible political environment of our country. Political opponents thrive on magnifying the faults of those in the other party, even when it means going back decades in the life of another
person to dig up some dirt. Christians who love are not to “keep a record
of wrongs” (I Cor.13:5). We can be assured that our sins are covered by
the blood of Christ and that we stand blameless before God. “Blessed are
those whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered” (Rom.
4:7). This brings our hearts great comfort, even in the midst of hardship.
Our fellow loving Christian brothers and sisters reminds us of this. Let us
love one another deeply. God bless.
In His Service, Charles
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From the Moderator...
Ron Petrick
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COUNCIL COVERS THE
FOLLOWING
COMMITTEES
Education
Faith-Sharing
Membership
Outreach
Property
Worship
Special Events

This year, as your Moderator, I have decided to step out of the BOAT
and reorganize the way the church functions via committees.
You may have noticed that there are no chairpersons named for
Education, Faith-sharing, Membership, Outreach, Property, Worship
and Special Events. I established a Committee Council, with the
board approval, that will function as planners for the committee
functions.
It consists of 6 members: Susan Clark, Richard Dungeon, Grover
Howell, Marilyn Petrick, Susie Rodgers, and me. We met last week to
develop the role of the committee. One of the first things we did was
look at the responsibilities of the current committees.
We will be meeting regularly looking at activities we might want to
do. The congregation will be called on to assist or lead activities the
Committee Council suggests for the church.
Our next meeting will be February 10th to make more plans. Regular
committee communication to the congregation will be a priority.
ALSO…
You may have received an email from me asking that you complete a
survey for the church. The survey gives you the opportunity to share
your thoughts with the Search Committee and the Committee
Council. The Search Committee is diligently looking for a senior
pastor and they appreciate your input.

Remember, “YOU CAN NOT WALK ON WATER IF YOU DON’T GET
OUT OF THE BOAT.”

Ron

The Church Board approved have the parking lot seal
coated and re-striped at the November 2018 meeting.
The work was completed and paid for in January. Below
are some photos of the work done by Hines Paving.
LOOKS SHARP.

FEBRUARY
Fun excuses to celebrate this
month!




American Heart month
Black History month
Children’s Dental Health
month
 International Friendship
month
1st-National Freedom Day
2nd-Groundhog Day
3rd-National Carrot Day
4th-Create a Vacuum Day
5th-National Weather
person’s Day
6th-Monopoly Game Day
7th-Send a card to a Friend
Day
8th-Boy Scout’s Day
9th-Toothache Day
10th-Umbrella Day
11th-National Inventor’s Day
12th-National Lost Penny Day
13th-Gat a different name
Day
14th-Valentine’s Day
15th-National Flag Day in
Canada
16th-Do a Grouch a Favor Day
17th-Random Acts of
Kindness Day
18th-President’s Day
19th-Mr. Roger’s Day
20th-Toothpick Day
21st-Love your Pet Day
22nd-World Thinking Day
23rd-Pinocchio Day
24th-National Trading Card
Day
25th-Quiet Day
26th-Carnival Day
27th-Polar Bear Day
28th-Public Sleeping Day

A NOTE FROM OUR MODERATOR

When life gets too hard to stand...kneel!

DISCIPLE MEN
The Disciples Men have decided to move the 3rd Saturday of each
month’s breakfast back to preparing and dining at the church. This will
begin on March 16th 8:00 AM.
The February meeting is cancelled due to the Bluebonnet – Coastal
Plains Men’s Retreat which is being held on February 15th and 16th in
Gonzales. All Men are welcome to attend, see information below:
2019 BBA/CPA Men’s Retreat on February 15–16
Disciple Oaks Conference Center in Gonzales

•

Speaker: Mike Skinner – Lead Pastor, Sweetwater Christian Church

•

Music: Chris Henderson – Worship Pastor, Sweetwater
Christian Church

Hospitality: Bill Napper/Alton Knight and the entire staff of Disciple Oaks
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Registration is Friday at 4:00 pm at The Lodge. The event kicks
off with dinner at 6:00 pm. You are welcome to arrive earlier
to fish or just enjoy the outdoors. The retreat will end at 1:30
pm on Saturday, in time for the dedication of the new office
building completed as a CCSW Men’s Work Project last year.
Contact Ron Petrick if you are interested.

WEEK OF
COMPASSION
Our vision is for a world
where God’s people
transform suffering into
hope. Because right now,
the world needs hope
more than ever, and you
are doing that through
Week of Compassion.

WEEK OF COMPASSION—FEBRUARY 17-24, 2019
The Week of Compassion Special Offering will be collected on February 17
and February 24. Week of Compassion works through a remarkable network
of church partner organizations and partnerships that insures that our response to humanitarian needs in the world is efficient, effective and faithful.
Through these partnerships, Disciples are able to join a tapestry of caring that
brings help and hope to hurting people in every corner of the world.

MISSION
As the relief, refugee, and development mission fund of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), Week of Compassion works with partners to alleviate
suffering throughout the world.
VISION
A world where God’s people transform suffering in hope.
CORE VALUES
CONNECTION – Partner with individuals, congregations, and organizations to
serve the needs of the world.
INTEGRITY – Honor the commitment to faithful stewardship, ensuring gifts
entrusted to Week of Compassion are making the most impact.
ACCOMPANIMENT – Embody God’s grace by committing to a long-term presence with communities in need.

Your Week of
Compassion has been
hard at work. As the
relief, refugee, and
development mission
fund for the Christian
Church (Disciples of
Christ), Week of
Compassion works with
partners to alleviate
suffering throughout the
world. This means you
play a major role in
bringing compassion and
hope into the lives of our
brothers and sisters
across the world. Because
of your gifts and prayers,
we continue to work with
faith-based partners all
over the world to
respond when
communities are hurting.
We are grateful for your
support and partnership
throughout the year,
especially during the
special offering, as you
make financial gifts to our
shared work and lift this
ministry in your prayers.
Your gifts are changing
lives.
THANK YOU for being an
important partner in
helping to transform the
world in ways that are
more than we can
imagine.
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NEW YEAR RESOLUTION: READ THE BIBLE
CONSIDER SOME OF
THE QUESTIONS
RAISED WITHIN THE
PAGES OF THE BIBLE
What is a man profited
if he shall gain the whole
world and lose his own
soul? (Matthew 16:26)
Am I my brother’s
keeper? (Genesis 4:9)

If God is for us, who can
be against us? (Romans
8:31)
What does a man gain
by all the toil at which
he toils under the sun?
(Ecclesiastes 1:3)
What shall I do to
inherit eternal life?
(Luke 10:25)

IT’S A BOOK THAT CAN INTIMIDATE MANY
Those who are seeking a more meaningful and spiritual life may look to the
Bible for some of the answers to a chaotic modern world, but opening the Bible
is easier than reading it for many who feel lost at the prospect of where to
begin.
For sure, the Bible can be intimidating and somewhat forbidding in its format.
There are cluttered margins with references to parallel passages and the text is
overloaded with guides to pronunciations and inexplicable capitalization and
italics.
And there is that dull thing to deal with with long winded passages and all the
begats. And there are parts of the Bible that could put Moses to sleep.
There there are those things that seem at opposite ends of understanding. A
jealous and angry God in the Old Testament and a loving and forgiving God in
the New Testament. Or take Noah, the one man worth saving from the Great
Flood who rides out the storm in his ark only to get drunk in port and pass out
in a tent where his son Ham beholds his shame.

But the pages of the Bible are full of questions worth asking, especially in an
age where people go about their daily lives with only a superficial or cursory
examination of the profound matters of the soul. The modern age with its
extraordinary technological innovations has lulled mankind into a lazy
acceptance of daily existence and the deeper investigations of the meaning of
life have been shelved.
Perhaps there is a question among the many questions that you have asked
yourself. Whether you can accept the answers in the Bible or not is but a part
of the examination of the test. The point is, you begin to ask.
Those who study the Bible and help others begin their journey offer some
advice.
One, don’t start with Genesis and plow through to Revelations. Move around
and find thos things that attract your attention and perhaps are easier to read.
Don’t be afraid to move around. Let the Bible speak to you.
As one expert pointed out, if you look at a window, you see the dust and
scratches, but if you look through the window, you see the world beyond.
The Bible is not like any other book. Do not approach it like literature and
discover it as the Word of God.
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A PRAYER FOR OUR CHURCH
Jonnie Stark

Almighty God, your mission is to redeem the world. Inspire us by
your Holy Spirit with passion and courage so we can join you in
that work.
Open our eyes to see you moving in our community. Open our ears
to hear your call. Open our hearts to love our neighbors. Open our
minds to imagine new ways of sharing the good news about Jesus
in the world.
Holy and Loving God, your mission is to redeem the world. Renew
us by your Holy Spirit during these heartfelt moments of prayer,
so that we have the courage to join you in that work.
Open our eyes to what is broken in our communities, open our
ears to hear the cry of those in need, open our hearts to our neighbors who do not know you, open our imagination to new ways of
serving you.
Jesus Christ, you are the same yesterday, today and forever. Lord,
we praise you for your constancy during these turbulent times in
our culture and church. Give us the courage to seek your vision for
the future of our congregation.
Open our eyes and ears and hearts to discover your will for our
church. Lord, you reign in the past, the present, and the future.
Help us to discover your purpose for us in this new day. . . .

God has a purpose for your pain...
A reason for your struggle...
And a reward for your faithfulness
Trust Him and don’t give up!
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Elders
Michele Darling
Hank Holt
Ernie Spiekermann
Grover Howell
Deacons
Ronnie Daniel
Charolette Collie
Alayna Engen
Linda Guess
Jerry Hostetter
Ronda Hostetter
Teri Howell
Jim Nance
Terry Matlock
Jonnie Stark
Sharon Tippie
Linda Westerfield
Marilyn Petrick
Yvonne Evans
Trustees
Richard Dunegan Jim Nance
Susie Rodgers
PRC
Michele Darling Paula Harris
Jerry Hostetter
Sharon Tippie
Bennie Clark
Paula Harris
Ron Petrick
Greg Williams

2019 LEADERSHIP TEAM
Moderator ............................................................. Ron Petrick
Vice Moderator ............................................. Brenda Williams
Secretary ..................................................................... Lana Orr
Treasurer ..............................................................Bennie Clark
Historian ................................................................ Susan Clark
Education
Faith-Sharing
Membership
Committee Council
Outreach
Property
Worship
Disciple Men Rep ...................................................... Hank Holt
Disciple Women Rep ............................................ Jonnie Stark
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