The Tie That Binds…

It also gave Margaret a break from cooking dinner for several
days! You see, it’s not just about the quantity of life we live,
but the quality of life. If we should live 3 years longer in an
Alzheimer’s unit of some nursing home but never experience
deepening relationships, what good is it?
Margaret and I enjoyed our short vacation in August to Port
Aransas for several nights, and then to San Antonio on the
River Walk for a couple of nights. It was good to get away and
relax and not let the coronavirus be a reason for staying
home. We practiced the social distancing and wearing of
masks where required. These are trying times we live in.
There were some weather forecasts that a possible depression
in the Gulf of Mexico could possibly develop and come into
the Corpus Christi area. Fortunately, that never happened.
The deaths and destruction from hurricane Harvey were
reminders of the dangers of a hurricane. Before we left, a
gentleman from Horseshoe Bay died of a heart attack. It was a
reminder that none of us are guaranteed another day of life
on this earth. And then, there’s always the danger of getting
out on the highway and having an accident or your car
breaking down.
But if Margaret and I could do it over again, we would do it. A
meaningful life involves some degree of risk. We could have
quarantined ourselves in our house and been assured of living
another day, but that would have been a mistake. We would
have missed a great opportunity to visit a beautiful place we
had never been to before. We would not have had this
wonderful time to relax and just get away.

I know people who have gone four months without seeing or
hugging their grandkids even though they live just a few
minutes away. Why? To avoid getting Covid-19. But is that
really living? There’s a big difference between living and just
existing. How much of the abundant life are we willing to
sacrifice in order to avoid possible discomfort or to extend
our lives?
A seven year old boy wrote on a birthday card to his uncle,
“Dear Uncle Bill, I hope you live all your life.” Jesus said, that
He came that “we might have life and have it to the full”
(John 10:10) To live a full life involves some degree of
reasonable risk. Jesus commended the five-talent man for
taking an investment risk and condemned the fearful, one
talent man for burying his treasure in the ground and playing
it safe.
There are exceptions of course. We’re not to be foolhardy or
jump off the temple and ask the angels to catch us. But Jesus
risked rejection and ridicule. His calculated risk taking
eventually meant sacrificing His life at 33 years of age. It was
for freedom and death that Jesus gave His life on the cross.
He promised, “If the Son shall make you free, you shall be
free indeed.” (John 8:36) God bless you all.

Pastor Charles and Margaret

That time of the year!!! By the time this newsletter goes
out the Nomination Committee will be formed and in
business. I’m excited about this process because it gives
everyone, including me, a chance to get to serve our
Church to the best of our ability. Be thinking, be praying,
be hopeful that you can fill a position in our leadership
team that will make our church be better, be bigger, be
the best we can be!!
As I talked about Sunday in church, its’ great to give
financial gifts and tithes but without the giving of time
and talents the Church will not be the best we can make it.
What a crazy year 2020 has been. I do give thanks to God
for the protection he has provided to us and our Church
throughout this pandemic. I truly believe that he will
continue to bless us as we wrap up this year and continue
into the next.

Sunday, September 6
10:45a
Rev. Charles Waugh
“Establish Your Priorities”
Exodus 20:3
Sunday, September 13
10:45a
Rev. Charles Waugh
“No Graven Image”
Exodus 20:4-6
Sunday, September 20
10:45a
Rev. Charles Waugh
“Take Time Off”
Exodus 20:8 - 11
Sunday, September 27
10:45a
Rev. Charles Waugh
“Discipline Your Speech”
Exodus 20:7

I want everyone to know that this little Church means the
world to me and each and every one of you have a special
place in my heart. I pray for the success of FCC and that it
will be available to bring people to Christ for decades to
come.
Have a wonderful day.
In Christ, Grover
Grover is in Michigan for the month
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General Checking Account
June 31, 2020 Balance

$62,804.43

July 2020 Deposits
General
Designated

$4,146.28
$25.00

July 2020 Disbursements
Budgeted/General Fund
Other Fund/Pass-Through

($5,315.11)
($417.98) ($5,733.09)

July 31, 2020 Balance

$61,242.62

$4,171.28
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While we have some mourning to do before we can
begin to find a way forward, we also see this as an
opportunity: an opportunity to take a collective
deep breath, an opportunity to listen courageously
to the Holy Spirit, an opportunity to imagine new
ways of gathering and doing business together as a
church.
Dear Church:
We write to you in unprecedented times to share
some unprecedented news: In a special called
meeting of the General Board of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) via Zoom on Sunday,
July 19, 2020, the board voted to cancel the 2021
General Assembly originally scheduled for July 31Aug. 4, 2021, in Louisville, KY.
This was not a decision that was made lightly. After
many weeks of prayer, investigation and long
discussion, it became obvious to us that we needed
to act in the best interests of the Church going
forward. The COVID-19 pandemic has made travel
and large gatherings ill-advised until the situation
becomes more stable.
We have worked closely with staff to explore all our
options. Regional ministers and presidents of the
general ministries were consulted as well. All of us
were united in our desire to keep our members
safe. When we took the situation to the
Administrative Committee, they, too, were in
agreement it would be best to not gather in person
next summer. The health and safety of our church
family is far too important to risk meeting in an
environment when we can’t be sure that everyone
will be safe.
Deciding now to cancel the event, even as we don’t
know yet know what next summer will bring, is also
an act of stewardship for the Church. There will be
financial implications to cancelling, but had we
proceeded in planning an event which needed to be
cancelled at a later date, or one which was only
sparsely attended, we might have incurred even
greater expense.

We know you may have many questions and
thoughts about this situation, and so we invite you
to Facebook and YouTube. In that conversation, we
will share more about the process by which we
arrived at this decision and reflect on the
opportunities this change offers us. If you aren’t
able to join us, the recording of the session will be
available on the General Assembly website. You are
also welcome to send your questions to
news@disciples.org. We’ll be gathering up the most
common questions and sharing responses later this
week on the General Assembly website.
Even in these difficult days, and maybe more so in
these difficult days, we are united in our conviction
that God is with us. Over these past several months,
we have often prayed together using the words of
Romans 8:38-39, which would have been our
theme scripture at the General Assembly: There is
nothing that can separate us from the love of God
in Christ Jesus.
We know this to be true.
With gratitude,
Terri Hord Owens, General Minister and President
Belva Brown Jordan, Moderator
Stephanie Kendell, First Vice Moderator
Néstor Gómez, Second Vice Moderator
Clyde Hunt, Moderator Elect

We join you in grieving the loss of this beloved
event.
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YES GOD WILL
The Scholarship Fund for First Christian Church of
Burnet was established in an agreement with Higher
Education and Leadership Ministries of First
Christian (Disciples of Christ) signed by Ruth Evans,
Chairman of the Board; and Otis Hudson, Trustee,
on January 13, 1987. At that time Rev. Archie
Stevenson was serving as minister of our church.

Are you feeling like you can’t Breathe? Are you
gasping for Breath? Does it feel like something is
on your neck, holding you down?

The purpose of the fund is to provide educational
grants for Disciple students attending an accredited
college, university, or seminary, preferably affiliated
with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), but
not restricted to that network of institutions. Our
agreement is that the interest of the Trust Fund will
be used as follows: Each year, the spend amount is
based on a standard 5.5% draw.

He promised:

Since inception of this fund, we have granted 52
scholarships to individual students for an
approximate total of $60,020.00. Depending on
amounts available in the fund, scholarships have
ranged from $250.00 in 1988 to $2,000 this year. In
determining the amount to be given, we have
considered the amount available, the number of
applicants as well as the number of children from
our church who may be eligible for scholarships in
the coming years.

He said He would, and I believe He will. Won’t He
do it, Sisters?

Jobs, families, finances, sickness, quarantine,
pandemic, injustice, and everything else. All of this
has got us in a state of unrest. Well Sisters, all we
have to do is to take it to God and leave it there.
He would give us the peace that surpasses all
understanding. Philippians 4:7
He would never leave us or forsake us. Hebrews
13:5
He would be with us always. Matthew 28:20
He would supply ALL our needs. Philippians 4:19

YES GOD WILL.
Much Love,
Wanona Rogers Redd, DWM President Elect

This year we have awarded Brooke Pulliam, member
of Bertram Christian Church, with a $2,000
scholarship to further her education.
The VOICE of Disciples Men is BACK!
We are SO EXCITED to present to you the first edition
of the revitalized newsletter from the Office of
Disciples Men. We would love to share news of what
is happening in Disciples Men in your church, and in
your region. Share your stories with us and we can
let everyone know how God is working in our midst!
You can reach us at disciplesmen@dhm.disciples.org
Brooke Pulliam and Yvonne Evans
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Elders
Bennie Clark (2021)
Paula Harris (2020)
Grover Howell (2021) Ron Petrick (2022)
Susie Rodgers (2022) Greg Williams (2020)
Deacons
Alayna Engen
James Engen
Jennifer Engen
Linda Guess
Jerry Hostetter
Ronda Hostetter
Teri Howell
Jim Nance
Marilyn Petrick
Jonnie Stark
Sharon Tippie
Trustees
Richard Dunegan
Art Johnson
Susie Rodgers

First Christian Church-Burnet
204 E. Graves Street
Burnet, TX 78611
Phone: 512-756-2223
Web: www.fccburnettx.org
E-mail: fccburnet@fccburnettx.org

2020 Leadership Team
Moderator
Vice Moderator
Secretary
Treasurer
Historian
Education
Faith-Sharing
Membership
Outreach
Property
Worship
Disciple Men Rep
Disciple Women Rep



Grover Howell
Liz Smith
Lana Orr
Bennie Clark
Sharon Tippie
Committee Council Wayne Spiekermann
Michele Darling

Jonnie Stark

